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COST ANALYSIS MEDICAL PERIODICALS 
Institute for Juvenile Research, Chicago, 


The first part this paper necessarily consists brief resume 
material covered article the selection medical periodicals 
which appeared the Journal the American Medical 
The latter part consists extension former study through direct 
consideration costs. While this study was originally undertaken 
problem the selection periodicals for the small clinical library, 
believe there are implications which extend into the problems the large 
clinical library, the research library, and other special libraries. 
The problem the choice periodicals, crucial any library adminis- 
tration, particularly vital the case the small clinical library not 
able cover large fraction the field medical publications, 
easy expend ample funds without securing satisfactory library. 

The selection periodicals may made the basis the judg- 
ment individual. Such judgment will have degree validity 
depending upon the medical sophistication the judge, but almost 
certain have some degree personal bias from particular interest 
one field relative unfamiliarity with another, and for this reason can 
not regarded entirely satisfactory for library intended for the 
joint use group individuals, medical libraries are should be. 

Gross and Gross devised method obtaining what 
may regarded group judgment large number scientific 
writers any given field investigation tabulating the number 
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references every periodical which appears during given time one 
more prominent journals the particular scientific field inquiry. 
They have applied this method the selection chemical periodi- 
cals (1) and Allen has applied mathematical periodicals. (2) 


PROCEDURE 


The material here presented based upon enumeration the 
references appearing the Journal the American Medical Association, 
the British Medical Journal and the Klinische Wochenschrift. The Jour- 
nal the American Medical Association was chosen represent the 
periodicals published the United States and its The British 
Medical Journal was chosen represent those published the British 
Empire, and the Klinische Wochenschrift represent periodicals pub- 
lished the German language. 

The tabulation was begun with the volumes for the year 1929 but 
some cases was work back into the year 1928 obtain 
adequate references, 

The first step was tabulate 600 references from each these 
journals. The 1,800 references tabulated were 305 periodicals. 
this point all periodicals not having least three references appearing 
among the 1,800 were excluded. There remained 140 
American, British, the German language, and other lan- 
guages, Having limited the list periodicals, total 2,427 ref- 
erences were tabluated from the Journal the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. 

The periodicals appearing most frequently are listed order 
frequency Table For instance, the citation referred the Journal 
the American Medical Association 176 0/00 the total references, 
the Journal Biological Chemistry stood next with 0/00, the Ar- 
chives Internal Medicine had 0/00, the American Journal Dis- 
eases Children 0/00, the American Journal Medical Sciences 
0/00, and on. 

Allen (2) has pointed out, objection might made the use 
this tabulation grounds that would tend intensify any national 
medical bias insularity American physicians. That this objection 
valid suggested the fact that the periodicals listed are 
published the United States. order overcome this difficulty, the 
references tabulated from the British Medical Journal were increased 
1,295 and those from the Klinische Wochenschrift Having 
these various proportions there arose the problem reducing them 
single scale. The simplest procedure would take mean the 
rating each periodical the three journals tabulation, was done 
eliminating periodicals, Such procedure would certainly mean 
unduly high weighting for the British Medical Journal and resultant 
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distortion the importance British periodicals. Any weighting pro- 
cedure must more less arbitrary. After some experimentation, the 
following was adopted the most logical the author was able devise. 

German authors are under identical language handicap reading 
British and American periodicals, seems likely, therefore, that the 
partition references from the Klinische Wochenschrift the British 
and American publications rough index the relative importance 
the two groups periodicals. The actual number references 
American periodicals the selected list, from the Klinische Wochen- 
schrift 190, while that the British 78. this criterion then the 
American periodicals are 190/78 2.44 times important the British. 
Grouping the American and British periodicals together, may com- 
pare the importance the English language periodicals with the impor- 
tance the German language periodicals. The English-speaking writers 
are under language handicap reading the German literature, and vice 
versa, are willing make the assumption that this handicap 
equal for both groups writers—German language handicap English- 
speaking and English language handicap German-speaking writers— 
then may expect the ratio the English references the German 
literature the German references the English literature indicate 
the relative importance the English and German language 
Strictly speaking this assumption probably false, but has already 
been stated, any procedure this point must arbitrary. This weight- 
ing arrangement used with full recognition its arbitrary character 
effort build international scale periodicals some signifi- 
cance. Nineteen and twenty-five hundreths per cent the references 
tabulated from the Klinische Wochenschrift are English language 
publications, and 9.5 per cent the total references from the Journal 
the American Medical Association and the British Medical Journal 
are the German literature (9.52 per cent and 9.67 per cent from the 
two journals respectively). The weight assigned the English language 
periodicals 2.01 times that assigned the German, 

Putting these relations together reach the conclusion that 47.4 
per cent the references should American periodicals, 19.4 per 
cent British and 33.2 per cent German. now weight the 
three journals tabulated that the total references come out this rela- 
tion, find the weights follows: .464 the Journal the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, .273 the British Medical Journal and .255 
the Klinische Wochenschrift. 

Using these weights arrive the weighted mean tabulated 
the first numerical column Table may regard the figures 
this column probably representing fair estimate the actual relative 
international importance the leading periodicals the field medi- 
cine, course, the three periodicals chosen for tabulations are prob- 
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ably overweighted. course, the special requirements the specialties 
are but partially reflected such tabulation, and course periodicals 
other languages than English German, deserve place they not 
receive all this list. Recognizing these defects, there undoubtedly 
remains much more accurate scale the relative importance the 
periodicals than any one individual would likely prepare the 
basis his own judgment, Table includes American periodicals, 
British periodicals, and German language periodicals, 

Ten periodicals contain 35% the total references, twenty periodi- 
cals contain 48%. The total fifty periodicals listed contain 66% the 
total references. 

Another problem must considered the question the purchase 
medical periodicals—the choice the purchase back files im- 
portant periodicals versus the purchase current recent numbers 
less important periodicals. 

was found that only the total references were periodicals 
dated before 1910, 11% were periodicals 1910-1919 decade and 
82% were periodicals the period 1920-1929. There were 7.1 times 
many references periodicals the last decade those the one 
preceding it. disregard the fact that certain the periodicals 
are not years old, general may said that purchase the last 
ten years additional current periodical may expected more 
valuable than the purchase the files for the decade preceding this 
important periodical, unless the latter has more times many 
references the former. this criterion the second decade back 
only four journals the top the list would expected more 
useful than the last decade the last journal the list. the distri- 
bution references, medical writers show much less respect for the past 
than was revealed the study chemical and mathematical periodicals, 

have, however, not yet answered our problem the wisest ex- 
penditure funds the purchase medical periodicals, For instance, 
the Archiv fiir which contains 8.1 0/00 the total ref- 
erences and cost during the year 1929 over $90.00 and for the year 1932 
over $87.00, obviously not wise choice for library with limited 
funds the New England Journal Medicine and Surgery which con- 
tains 7.9 0/00 the total references but costs only $5.75 per year. 
accept tentatively this index percentage references, reasonably 
indicative the relative reference value medical periodicals, then for 
each the list periodicals have measurement price dollars 
and measurement utility per mille references and can arrive 
numerical statement relative cost. achieve this dividing 
the cost per year the per mille references and obtaining the cost 
per 0/00, The most economical periodicals according this criterion, 
together with this statement their economy, are included Table III. 
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The most economical the Journal the American Medical Asso- 
ciation which contained 107 0/00 the total references cost (year 
assume that the reference value this periodical has not increased 
with its price increase $7.00 year, this would place its present 
cost rate per 0/00 references. The nearest competitors are the 
Archives Internal Medicine and the Klinische Wochenschrift 23c 
per 0/00. Then have the American Journal Diseases Chil- 
dren 29c, the British Medical Journal 36c, the American Jour- 
nal Medical Sciences and Lancet 38c each, the Miinchener medi- 
zinische Wochenschrift 45c and the Deutsche medizinische Wochen- 
schrift These nine periodicals contain 1/3 the total references 
1929 cost $81.00. The cost for 1932 was $85.95. The journals 
next succeeding these, not according this criterion, are the Annals 
Surgery, the Wiener Klinische Wochenschrift, Surgery, Gynecology, and 
Obstetrics, The Archives Surgery, the Proceedings the Society for 
Experimental Biology and Medicine, the New England Journal Medi- 
cine and Surgery, the Medizinische Klinik, the Journal Bone and Joint 
Surgery, the Journal Infectious Diseases, the Bulletin Johns Hop- 
kins Hospital, the Journal Experimental Medicine, The Journal 
Biological Chemistry, the American Journal Obstetrics and Gynecol- 
ogy, the Archives Pediatrics, the Archives Dermatology and Syphil- 
ology, and the Journal Laboratory and Clinical Medicine. This list 
periodicals obtainable cost $218.30, 1929 prices, $217.75, 
1932 prices, contains 492 0/00 total references. Let repeat, half 
the total references listed weighted index the Journal the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, the Klinische Wochenschrift and the British 
Medical Journal may purchased for $218 annually. This selection 
includes specifically 551 0/00 the references the Journal the 
American Medical Association, 519 0/00 the references the British 
Medical Journal and 348 0/00 the references the Klinische Wochen- 
schrift. The most economical journal this series the Journal the 
American Medical Association cost (now) per 0/00 and the 
most expensive the Journal Laboratory and Clinical Medicine 
cost $1.34 per 0/00. contrast with these, one item our list 
the medical periodicals most frequently cited, the Beitraege zur Klinik 
der Tuberkulose, contains 3.7 0/00 total references and cost for the 
year 1929 over $70.00, bringing the cost per 0/00 approximately $20.00. 

The economy the Journal the American Medical Association 
may indicated the fact that the references occurring the British 
Medical Journal alone may bought the rate 10c per 0/00 
buying the Journal the American Medical Association (this the 
present subscription price $7.00 per annum) while they cost per 
0/00 one buys the British Medical Journal itself. 
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have been provided, Mrs. Cunningham, with prepared list 
the more expensive journal periodicals. Unfortunately, impossible 
for rate these accurately regarding their economy. would re- 
quire vast tabulation references stabilize per mille relations 
references for journals little cited most these are, Furthermore, 
have moved since this tabulation was carried through several years ago 
and doing have discarded the original data the tabulations car- 
ried out. few these expensive journals appear the list the 
most frequently cited and can therefore given price per 0/00. The 
most economical these the Ergebnisse der inneren Medizin und Kin- 
derheilkunde cost $5.88 per 0/00 and the most expensive the 
Beitraege zur Klinik der Tuberkulose cost $19.44 per 0/00. Aside 
from these, instance can the cost less than $7.00 per 0/00 
case the journal the minimum price $25.00. the case the 
Zeitschrift fur Anatomie und Entwicklungsmechanik must over 
minimum $40.00 per 0/00. most instances, certainly the cost 
these periodicals must well over this minimum price. 

REFERENCES 
Gross, and Gross, M., College Libraries and Chemical 

Education. 

Science, 66, 385-9, 1927. 

Allen, Edward Periodicals for Mathematicians, 

Science, 70, 592-4, 1929. 

Jenkins, Periodicals for Child Guidance Clinics. 

Mental Hygiene, 26, 624-30, 1932. 

TABLE 
“American” Scale 
Per mille Cumulative 
Name Journal references total 

Journal the American Medical Association 176 
Journal Biological Chemistry 213 
Archives Internal Medicine 247 
American Journal Diseases Children 276 
American Journal Medical Sciences 300 
Annals Surgery 321 
American Journal Physiology 342 
Lancet 363 
Surgery, Gynecology, and Obstetrics 384 
British Medical Journal 404 
Archives Surgery 422 
Journal Experimental Medicine 438 
Miinchener medizinische Wochenschrift 451 
Proceedings the Society for Experimental 

Biology and Medicine 464 
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Klinische Wochenschrift 

New England Journal Medicine and Surgery 
American Journal Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Journal Infectious Diseases 

Medical Clinics North America 

Deutsche medizinische Wochenschrift 
Medizinische Klinik 

Public Health Reports 

Bulletin the Johns Hopkins Hospital 
Journal Laboratory and Clinical Medicine 
Archiv fiir Gynakologie 

Journal Immunology 


TABLE 
Scale 


Per mille Cumulative 
Name Journal references total 
Journal the American Medical Association 107 107 
British Medical Journal 159 
Klinische Wochenschrift 199 
Lancet 232 
Miinchener medizinische Wochenschrift 254 
Journal Biological Chemistry 276 
Archives Internal Medicine 298 
Deutsche medizinische Wochenschrift 318 
Surgery, Gynecology, and Obstetrics 337 
Annals Surgery 371 
American Journal Diseases Children 354 
American Journal Medical Sciences 387 
Medizinische Klinik 401 
American Journal Physiology 415 
Biochemische Zeitschrift 428 
Proceedings the Royal Society Medicine 441 
Archives Surgery (Chicago) 453 
Journal Experimental Medicine 463 
Wiener Klinische Wochenschrift 473 
Proceedings the Society for Experimental Biology 
and Medicine 482 
Deutsches Archiv fiir Klinische Medizin 490 
Zeitschrift fiir klinische Medizin 499 
Archiv fiir Gynakologie 507 
Journal Physiology 515 
New England Journal Medicine and Surgery 523 
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477 
489 
500 
510 
9.8 520 
9.5 530 
9.1 539 
9.1 548 
8.7 557 
8.7 565 
573 
7.0 580 


Zeitschrift fiir experimentelle Pathologie und 
Therapie 

Archiv fiir experimentelle Pathologie und 
Pharmakologie 

Journal Pathology and Bacteriology 

Journal Bone and Joint Surgery 

Bulletin Johns Hopkins Hospital 

American Journal Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Journal Infectious Diseases 

Archives Dermatology and Syphilology 

Biochemical Journal 

Zentralblatt fiir 

Archiv fiir Dermatologie und Syphilis 

Journal Laboratory and Clinical Medicine 

Pfliigers Archiv 

Medical Clinics North America 

Verhandlungen Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir innere 
Medizin 

Archiv fiir klinische Chirurgie 

Journal Immunology 

Public Health Reports 

British Journal Surgery 

Ergebnisse der inneren Medizin und Kinderheilkunde 4.0 

Archives Pediatrics 


Zentrallblatt fiir Haut und Geschleschtskrankheiten 
British Journal Experimental Pathology 
Zentrallblatt fiir Bakteriologie 

Beitraege zur Klinik der 


TABLE Ill 
Medical Journals Order Their Economy 
Cumulative 
Cost total per 
Where per mille 
Published Name Journal mille references references 
USA Journal the American Medical 
Association 107 
USA Archives Internal Medicine 129 
Ger Klinische Wochenschrift 169 
USA American Journal Diseases 
Children 186 
Brit British Medical Journal 238 
USA Journal Medical 
Sciences 254 
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530 
537 
544 
551 
557 
564 
570 
576 
582 
594 
588 
600 
605 
610 
615 
625 
620 
629 
634 
638 
642 
3.9 646 
3.7 
3.7 657 


Lancet 
Miinchener Medizinische Wochen- 

schrift 
Deutsche Medizinische Wochen- 

schrift 
Annals Surgery 
Wiener Klinische Wochenschrift 
Surgery, Gynecology, and Obstetrics .63 
Archives Surgery 
Proceedings the Society for Ex- 

perimental Biology and Medicine 
New England Journal Medicine 

and Surgery 
Medizinische Klinik 
Journal Bone and Joint Surgery .76 
Journal Infectious Diseases 
Bulletin Johns Hopkins 
Journal Experimental 

Medicine 1.00 
American Journal Obstetrics 

and Gynecology 1.14 
Archives Pediatrics 1,25 
Archives Dermatology and 

Syphilology 1.27 
Journal Laboratory and Clinical 

Medicine 1.34 
Per mille references cited 

Journal the American Medical 

Association 551 
British Medical Journal 519 
Klinische Wochenschrift 348 


ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE LARGE MEDICAL LIBRARIES 
Meeting the Medical Library Association, June 20-22, 1933. 
Leader, Charles Frankenberger, 

Librarian, Medical Society the County Kings, Brooklyn, 
CATALOGING COSTS AND BINDING 
James Ballard, Director 
Boston Medical Library 

this round table discussion for large libraries, have been asked 
speak cataloging costs and binding. 
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Brit 287 
Ger 

309 
Ger 

329 
USA 346 
Aust 356 
USA 375 
USA 387 
USA 

396 
USA 

404 
Ger 418 
USA 425 
USA 431 
USA 438 
USA 

448 
USA 470 
USA 

477 
USA 481 
USA 

487 
USA 

493 


The library problems today are, unfortunately, 
financial and economic character and library costs are important factor 
the every-day management the library. 

Space for catalog cases costly and should kept minimum 
consistent with proper display the card catalog. 

modern library practice everything the way equipment, 
including books, should considered rent paying basis and 
should ruthlessly discarded not needed used, permanent 
value. 

Cataloging costs are made from the direct items labor, mate- 
rials and equipment and indirectly, space for catalog cases very im- 
portant item, not only from the point cost but also from the point 
space which usually negligible quantity any library. 

1914 cost the Boston Medical Library .1058c per work for all 
kinds material where full cataloging was done and ordinary English 
material cost .0636c for each work cataloged. 

1920 the cost had increased .14c work due increase 
materials 100% and salaries 30%, 

1933 the cost had further advanced per work and the cost 
ordinary English books had increased 

The general run material our catalog room all languages 
and may any date from 1933 1500, with least per cent 
foreign language. 

However, arriving the above noted costs, such material medi- 
eval manuscripts, incunabula, books Hebrew and other special, difficult 
material are not included they are cataloged the Director and his 
advisory staff. 

The word work used intentionally instead volume not 
lead confusion. set volumes perhaps ten even twenty are 
cataloged, they are counted only one work while pamphlet receiving 
full treatment also designated 

will noted that despite the comparatively low cataloging costs 
the Boston Medical Library, that the costs have increased alarm- 
ing rate during the last twenty years, about 60% for all material, and 
about 62% for ordinary English 

The cost simple material about 38% less than the general run 
and the library receiving principally English material should 
much better position from cost point view than the library accession- 
ing material all languages. 

computing the costs, the following processes were included: 

Examination the catalog. 

Collation when necessary. 

Main and added entries. 

Classifying and shelf-listing. 
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Subject, analytical and reference cards, 

Cards for the official catalog. 

Stamping, labeling and plating. 

Cost cards, 

General overhead charges were not included. Where accessioning 
done, should included the cost. 

The comparatively low costs the Boston Medical Library are due 
part the simple method work and the allocation the various 
processes different persons with different hour labor rates. 

Preliminary drafts cards are not made but original main entry 
cards are made directly from the titles the typewriter. Full entries 
should not made for inconsequential works and unlimited time should 
not devoted cataloging research unimportant technicalities, 

Our catalogs are increasing enormous rate and are becoming 
major problem because cost and space required for their display 
which must place near the public reading rooms. 

One the ways decrease our catalogs the careful selection 
material for full cataloging which should based use and im- 
portance. 

Limited cataloging may used for particular classes material, 
such reprints, 

Material collateral character should very carefully considered 
before cataloged even added the collection. 

There tendency the part librarians keep everything 
which comes into their hands even not value the particular 
library. 

The most feasible and practical way keeping down the size and 
cost our catalogs the use limited selective subject headings. 
this plan, main entries are made for all works added the library, 
but when comes the making subject cards, they are limited 
number ways. subject card not made for everything that added 
the collections. 

the case general reference works which the subjects are self- 
evident, subject cards are 

the case general classes books, and particularly textbooks, 
subject cards are made only for those care recommend the reader 
through the general catalog. found that readers running through 
large number cards one general subject ask for books merely out 
curiosity because they are intrigued title ask for out-of-date 
books because they are confused the mass material offered for their 
selection. When they receive these books, they are discarded immediate- 
and the time and energy the attendants has been wasted getting 
out and putting away this not needed 


125 


Under the circumstances, one justified censoring material the 
simple means keeping out the catalog. 

Cards may made for bibliographical, historical and source material 
and for the latest authoritative texts, the case the latest texts where 
there are more than one edition, only the last shown the subject 
card. 

should remembered that there author card for each work 
and that reader desires consult all the works given subject, 
they may easily found consulting the shelf-list visiting the 
shelves. 

examples can consider the general sections surgery and 
the practice medicine, these sections, the volumes may easily run 
over the thousand mark and waste time and energy and material 
and catalog space make thousands subject cards for the works 
these classes. 

Again where have definite restricted subjects our classification, 
even important, the limited subject heading plan may used ad- 
vantage, placing the catalog card stating that the complete list 
books the particular subject may had consulting the reference 
librarian. the request seems justifiable the shelf-list may used 
the reader taken the shelves. Classes which may treated this 
manner are tuberculosis, syphilis, smallpox, diseases the heart, etc. 

more essential search out the hidden material the works 
and properly catalog than waste time obvious material. 

Pamphlets and reprints are bothersome question but the pamphlet 
per should differentiated from the common reprint, Many pamph- 
lets, which are truly small books, are more valuable than many books and 
should fully cataloged. 

the other hand, the ordinary reprint under present conditions 
not worthy full cataloging and its satisfactory treatment moot 
question. 

keep not keep the question the hour, but certainly 
those historical character and others selected for their obvious value 
may separated from the great mass and cataloged the same 

have stored thousands and thousands reprints where they 
await either the waste paper mill satisfactory cheap method treat- 
ment. 

Modern cataloging requires sound judgment and good common 
sense, which should also apply all branches library administration. 

The accession list today not used universally American libraries 
and where used may discarded the interests economy. 

selecting catalog card stock, due consideration should given 
the use which they are put. For permanent records medium 
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weight card first quality should satisfactory and for temporary use 
and secondary use, such the official catalog and supplementary lists 
not merged the public catalog, second quality card may used 
advantage. library has been using heavy weight first quality cards 
for all purposes, change based upon the above suggestions should mean 

The most important means keeping down unnecessary costs 
refraining from permanently placing libraries material questionable 
value. 

such material not cataloged the first instance all costs are 
eliminated, and discarded when already the shelves, much expensive 
and valuable space will saved and made available for first class material. 

The one grave mistake some librarians make the striving for quan- 
tity and the evaluation size rather than quality. 

small collection wisely chosen infinitely better than large 
one gathered together haphazardly. 

One work containing original contributions knowledge worth 
more than hundred text-books general character. 

This matter vital importance medical librarians and should 
discussed fully early date, 

BINDING 

The styles common use binding are the case, 1/4 cloth 
buckram; the full case; the laced full cloth buckram; and the leather 
binding usually half Turkey morocco. 

Leather bindings are much more expensive than good binding 
fabric and, for this reason, and because the difficulty obtaining 
good staple Turkey morocco, most libraries have discarded the leather 
favor good fabric, such buckram art vellum. The primary 
cost binding the labor Materials are secondary except that 
the use leather costs about 25% more for material than cloth. 

quarter-case nine-inch binding cloth costs $1.35 our schedule 
and used base for comparison, The full case cloth costs $1.50, 
which little over eleven per cent more than the base. The laced full 
fabric binding costs $2.00, which little over 48% over the basic cost 
and 1/3 per cent over the full case cloth. The half Turkey morocco 
priced $2.75, which about 104 per cent over the basic quarter-case 
binding and per cent more than the laced full cloth which usually 
much better binding for ordinary use. These figures show the necessity 
very careful selection types binding used for the various 
classes books met with our daily work. The first suggestion then 
that all leather sets ordinary use cancelled and fabric substi- 
tuted. 

making this change, roan half-sheep bindings may well 
matched. morocco, the colors cannot well matched because the 
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the morocco which affected the light differently than 
cloth. 

the modern fabrics than endeavor make impossible and unsatis- 
factory careful selection colors should made some are 
not dependable. Beware the reds and light greens, 

Very careful attention should given the selection suitable 
binding for each set volume. The type will depend the use the 
volume, kind paper and weight well size some cases. 

The use case laced will depend the use which the volume 
will light weight volume seldom used may well 
simple case binding. This type will protect the book adequately 
comparatively low cost. volume used very frequently very 
heavy, should put into laced binding. 

The English tight case binding is, opinion, superior the 
loose case the American type. The full cloth case rugged but 
susceptible scratching. The paper sides the quarter cloth are apt 
torn use, Case bindings should reinforced with super and 
have cloth joints. 

Some discretion should given the binder the assistant charge 
binding concerning the variation style within set. the case 
set quarter-cloth case binding, extra large heavy volume may 
published and should bound stronger binding and probably 
laced. 

Multiple binding, the binding together one volume two 
more volumes periodical two more books pamphlets, 
one way keep down binding cost, you care for two more works 
the cost one. 

The disadvantage this type the locking too much material 
one volume. However, like material seldom used may treated 
advantage this 

Temporary binders constructed cardboard pasteboard and tied 
with tapes may made material cost eight ten cents volume. 
Labor extra and the binders could probably made the regular 
library staff. 

Cardboard smooth texture but many grades “burn” time and 
break down and crumble. Binders pasteboard tougher and rougher 
but lasts indefinitely does not break down. 

The paste should dry-flour without any essential oils, 

Machine stitching not recommended for the kind material 
common medical libraries, more fitted the cheap, ephemeral 
public library book. 

DISCUSSION 
Mr. Shules: There great deal material less important 
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nature which bind special pamphlet binders, simply placing the 
cover the title the pamphlet which pasted the front. Still less 
important material bind, reinforcing them with the stitching machine 
when necessary. 

Mr. Frankenberger: connection with binding all realize that 
large part the cost the collating and preparation the book before 
ever sewed the covers, give the binder instructions what 
included the volume that can see has carried out 
our directions and that everything included the volume has been 
placed proper order. Our library keeps set cards under the title 
each journal which all instructions the binder are indicated 
that can refer these cards and find notations that may come 
connection with the binding the current volume. For instance, our 
card for the American Journal Cancer indicates that separate the 
abstract portion from the regular text material, binding each separately 
two volumes. The kind binding, price paid per volume and fund 
which charged, are all the card. There are many notes 
contained these cards regarding variations pagination, supplements, 
advertising pages containing text matter, title pages and indices. Unless 
you give your advance you are likely have incom- 
plete volume. collate all our journals before sending them the 
binder and again upon their return check all material that should 
incorporated has been bound each volume. Our binder ordered 
retain all advertising and other pages removed until have com- 
pleted our collating that anything has been omitted search for 
can made among the discarded matter. 

Miss Biethan: Our price $2.00 per volume buckram binding. 

Mr. McDaniel: every year instructions are the same would 
safe just indicate the same That would one way diminish- 
ing the work the binder had such instructions. course, would 
probably some time before had typewritten list all the titles 
each lot books send the binder. 

Mr. Frankenberger: does not require more work but feel 
safer doing that way. 

have some idea the time takes for binding? 
Our binder consider very slow doing our 

Mr. Gilchrist: established our own bindery. One the chief 
reasons was eliminate details. left the bindery, sending 
material every six months; material was piling and ten thousand vol- 
umes awaiting various processes work, some them waiting 
collated, some them having been collated, broken down and waiting 
sewed, another lot was sewed but waiting for buckram cloth for 
three four months which had been forgotten about. Something had 
done. developed plan sending 100 volumes bindery. 
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Roughly, takes about much time sew 100 volumes, takes about 
much time cut the covers, tie the material, and the other proc- 
esses. Workers, four women sewing and one man, takes three weeks 
for one hundred volumes, and the morning after send another 100 
volumes, and takes three weeks for this. The work our bindery be- 
gan through rapidly. Soon our library began crowding sending 
120 130 volumes. One hundred thirty volumes one week and two 
had put stop that, would have had more obstruc- 
tion. Eight people instead four—in other words, just twice many 
workers—should through just twice fast. 

Mr. Ballard: Job lots. divides them up, unless they are all one 
type. Sufficient time for drying, forwarding and finishing—sometimes 
three weeks. 

Mr. Shules: bind 100 150 and takes three weeks get 
them back; 200—5 get them back. 

Mr. Frankenberger: average four five weeks with our lots 
that vary from 100 150 160. 

Mrs. Cunningham: Uniform titles binding periodicals, but make 
card file for every type. bind uniformly buckram. Instruction 
slips are made out duplicate eliminate 


THE REPRINT COLLECTION— 
THE MOST PRACTICAL METHOD ARRANGEMENT 
WITHOUT CATALOGING 


Archibald Malloch, D., 
Librarian, New York Academy Medicine 
(Read Miss Janet Doe) 


Before determining keep collection reprints the librarian has, 
presume, considered all the pros and cons and answered his satis- 
faction the question whether will have plenty room for growth 
the future. Irrespective the way the collection arranged, 
suggest that those that can cut down should made fit into metal 
filing cases which take material inches 614 inches. The 
remaining small proportion reprints should stored metal filing 
cases boxes which can accommodate those measuring inches. 

There are four different ways filing the reprints: (A) chrono- 
logically year publication, (B) chronologically according date 
received, (C) subject, (D) alphabetically author. (A) can 
dismissed not being practical. (B) without author catalog and 
number for each reprint this scheme would unworkable. (C) sub- 
ject, has the drawback that rather broad subject headings must used. 
But some have found advantage for lending purposes (for instance 
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the case package libraries) those not very experienced prepar- 
ing medical papers and looking articles the printed indices. 

seems the most practical way arrange the collection 
alphabetically author, subject index the reprints, should use 
the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus, marking the reprints that 
you possess and using special mark for those the larger size, Then, 
when reader has made his bibliography from the Quarterly Cumula- 
tive Index Medicus, reprints, rather than bound volumes containing the 
articles question, may lent. 


DISCUSSION 

Mr. Shules: When the library (Welch) was opened 1928, 
was really consolidation three libraries—Johns Hopkins Medical 
School, Johns Hopkins School Hygiene and the Hospital Library. This 
resulted vast accumulation reprints which were case simply 
arranged certain subjects alphabetically, placed boxes and put 
the shelves. not believe this the best arrangement. The In- 
stitute History Medicine has similar problem, They have solved 
way making short title entry for each pamphlet, then arrang- 
ing under the subject and simply numbering the items numerically from 
10,000 100,000. They are grouped under the subjects anatomy, 
physiology and similar large subjects. Simply arranging all the entries 
subject catalog. this catalog under anatomy might have the 
following situation: Nos. 750 and 890, all representing authors 
that subject. When reprints are required certain subject, the library 
has merely take out this card with the numbers and look the authors 
which they want. What should generally speaking, 
the concensus our library that all reprints articles journals for 
which subscribe receive regularly should not kept the reprint 
file. That the first step. Second step—what done with what left 
over—discrimination worth-while reprints and reprints that are not 
worth while—that the 

the Institute Medicine the last three years, after select 
reprints articles the faculty, same the pamphlets, per 
independent contributors, reprint which keep because the his- 
torical interest, because contributes our knowledge which will always 
value, catalog it. Eliminate classification and classify serially 
one million necessary. are now working it. The new 
material listed with the serial number where they may found. 
Pamphlets will always misplaced. There was group physicians 
Philadelphia years ago who treated reprints manner that rather ap- 
pealed me. They took twenty thirty reprints one particular 
subject, and bound them together. Author cards for each under the sub- 
ject for that particular One subject card for all volumes. 
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Mr. The reprint problem, generally speaking, will never 

Miss Hillis: Reprints local men most often called for. Alpha- 
betical arrangement for author. University library may also called 
upon list fast the authors write issue things journals. 
are often asked what the faculty the University writing. 
have index slip lists, filed alphabetically, according the man writing 
well list what has written. Slip list kept 
order. make list what has been done each year. Our filing, 
particularly the pamphlets, done best physical arrangements will 
permit. 


BOOK DELIVERY SERVICE—EXTENT, METHOD, AND 
COST OPERATION 
Archibald Malloch, D., 
Librarian, New York Academy Medicine 
(Read Miss Janet Doe) 

This will not theoretical discussion part, but merely 
brief account the messenger service which was established the New 
York Academy Medicine 

young, active, careful man was engaged for the position 
salary of—well, there need tell that, because salaries vary 
much different places. His duties have been numerous. 

Collecting donations which receive great many the 

course year, Naturally, urge our prospective donors, 
tactfully possible, bring their gifts the Academy them- 
selves. this cannot done, the messenger goes the house 
subway, street car, bus, determines whether can carry 
them back, and uses book straps help. waterproof cover 
should used when necessary. If, owing bulk weight, 
the books cannot carried, they are brought back the Acad- 
emy taxicab. charge made for collecting gifts! 
Inter-library loans sent express. The messenger ties 
up, helps tie up, the books, and takes them the express 
office hand. 
Delivery books Library Subscribers, and Resident Mem- 
bers and Fellows the Academy. request, also collects 
books which are returned the Library. The charge for 
one trip twenty-five cents. Columbia University gives 
their medical theses, provide the College Physicians and 
Surgeons with one author card for each thesis, and, addition, 
messenger service twice week its Library, required, 

1932, there were 1246 trips made our messenger for various 
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purposes. these, 277, 22% the whole, were for taking books 
Members and Fellows, returning them the Library. The fees col- 
lected 1932 amounted $69.25. The cost the messenger service 
for Members and Fellows was about $160. You will see from these 
figures that each the 277 trips cost the Academy about cents, 

addition the duties outlined, the messenger employs himself 
spare time (4) accessioning books, (5) doing occasional errands, 
and finally (6) assisting the pages the book stacks Saturday after- 
noons. 

DISCUSSION 

Question asked Miss Doe—Any trouble collecting quarter? 

Miss Doe: Books sent When physician fails return book 
called phone and asked messenger may call for book. Always 
respond gladly and pay messenger fee—which cents. More success- 
ful than writing letters and asking for return books. 

Question asked Miss Doe—Any fine? 

Miss Doe: No. 


THE PACKAGE LIBRARY 
Miss Harriet Wilson, 
Reference Librarian, American Medical Association, Chicago 

The Package Library service the American Medical Association 
has been operation just years this month, and have during this 
period sent out about 15,000—for the most part, very grateful bor- 
rowers. 

Our material comprising approximately 50,000 reprints collected 
through several the articles our own publications 
—teprints sent many interested physicians—and articles torn, 
when necessary, from copies periodicals. not have dupli- 
cate copy send the journal intact. This material classified ac- 
cording the headings used the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medi- 
cus, The journal which article has been published, and the com- 
plete reference supplied. then filed vertical files metal 
drawers ready for such collecting each request may After 
each package assembled passes through the hands one our doc- 
tors and turn very often eliminates perhaps suggests some 
articles added order enhance its value, next goes the 
typist where each article listed author and title, duplicate, one 
copy accompanying the package library and the other kept for our 
records. This material then checked for typographical errors and tied 
very carefully. Wrapping securely important step order 
insure safety the mails. each package there enclosed copy 
the Federal Post Office rules covering the admissibility the contents 
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the mails third fourth class matter. also enclose copy 
our rules governing the service follows: 


THE PACKAGE LIBRARY 
New Service Association Headquarters Now Available 

The Library the American Medical Association has collected pub- 
lished material, the form reprints and pages from periodicals, 
many phases medicine and surgery. This material will loaned 
members the Association subscribers its publications for 
small charge, covering merely the cost collecting the material and the 
postage. The collection does not contain articles foreign languages, 
articles highly specialized topics, but these may supplied when 
especially requested. 

Following the list rules governing the package library: 

The service supplied only members the Association and 
subscribers its periodicals, 

Requests for packages should addressed “Library, American 
Medical 

Only one package may borrowed one time, 

Twenty-five cents stamps must enclosed cover postage 
and part expense collecting the material. This should not in- 
closed the package but should sent under separate cover. 

Packages must not kept longer than six days. 

Packages, items contained therein, that are lost can re- 
placed, all, only the purchase some all the lost items. 
The actual cost replacing such items must borne the borrower. 

The package library may kept six days, ample time being allowed 
for the borrower does not return the material within rea- 
sonable time, notice sent him requesting its return, Should 
ask for extra time are always very liberal granting the request and 
make extra charge the whole idea service the doctor. 

The charge for this service twenty-five cents partly cover the 
cost postage. course, many cases this charge quite insufficient, 
for often parcel contains high sixty more articles, which 
case the postage much more. other cases there very little material 
subject, we, perhaps, balance postage. 

The greater part the time six persons consumed this work, 
one can readily infer that this another the numerous activities 
maintained the American Medical Association aid its members. 
This package library department has been given little advertising, for 
seems advertise itself, judging its steady growth, and present 
are taxed our full capacity. The person who uses this package library 
service for the most part writing paper for his county state society. 
may be, the other hand, treating case and requires more data, 
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may writing case report and wants consult similar cases 
before its publication, doing piece research work our mate- 
rial less valuable him since, for the most part, does not extend 
back further than ten years, although have numerous good historical 
articles various subjects. 

The enthusiasm and appreciation which comes from all sections 
the country has been quite surprise us, and consequently lends double 
interest our efforts for efficient service. 


DISCUSSION 

Chairman: Are there any other libraries rendering package library 
service? Can you tell something the details the work? 

Miss Ramsay: supply package material physicians Wis- 
consin, Our experience has been very successful. Our doctors are grate- 
ful for the service, 

Chairman: Miss Wilson, what form you send out material? 

Miss Wilson: put manila file folder. Clipped material 
and reprints—listed duplicate—one list retained office and one 
pasted folder, indicating contents, that physician can check 
when returning, and list rules governing the service also enclosed, 
Package wrapped two three thicknesses heavy brown paper 
and tied with stout cord, probably using two three strands cord. 

Chairman: What percentage lost? 

Miss Wilson: seven years have lost not quite thirty packages, 

Chairman: you ever find that one several articles have not 
been returned with package library? 

Miss Wilson: Occasionally, but letter the doctor usually re- 
sults the material being returned promptly. Sometimes the article has 
been lost, which case the physician asked bear cost replac- 
ing, have not another copy the article easily available. 

Mr. Frankenberger: all have individuals consulting our li- 
braries who are not enthusiastic ask them cooperate and 
some research themselves for the material they wish. wondering 
how much this service you render men this type? 

Miss Wilson: Many our requests are from villages far remote 
from libraries from small towns which few periodicals are available, 
but receive fair proportion from New York, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, and other large cities, but these are from busy men who have not 
the time look material for themselves. The motto the American 
Medical Association the and the library, its turn, 
lives this standard. know from experience university 
library how much time saver the package library not believe 

Mr. Frankenberger: can see the real need service this char- 
acter locations which there are facilities readily available for 
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looking the references. rather the idea that far 
can, should instruct and educate our readers, particularly our medical 
men, how consult medical literature. Far too few medical schools 
inculcate the students, their medical college days before they out 
practice, that interest which inspires them literary research and 
gives them some idea the facilities that are available and how 
about looking references. feel that should encourage that 
sort thing, particularly among medical men. There the type 
individual, even though has the time and familiar with the places 
where should go, does not make the effort for lack interest 
which his early medical training failed give him. has been well 
trained, has real interest the use medical literature and will 
some his own research work. are not alone the opinion that 
investigator should some his own literary research instead 
having fed him. think the interest medical literature, 
has the real spirit and mind investigator, will induce him 
some research his own. are glad have this service explained. 
The fact that six folk the American Medical Association staff are re- 
quired fulfill this task indication the popularity the service. 

Question: whom this service rendered? 

Miss Wilson: subscribers periodicals published the Amer- 
ican Medical Association and Fellows the Association. 

Miss Salmonsen: Are not libraries then entitled this service? 

Misses Wilson and Hutchins: The service rendered individual 
subscribers, 

Mr. Shules: the Institute Medicine, Baltimore, incoming stu- 
dents matriculating the course the history medicine are taught 
how use the indices intelligently and how copy the references. Three 
four lectures are given the class medical history, following which 
they are taken through the library and the arrangement the books and 
the classification explained them, that they can readily look 
references. 

Mr. Frankenberger: connection with our work Brooklyn, 
course lectures was established six years ago the Long Island Col- 
lege Hospital association with our library and that the medical 
school. This has been the only medical school this country giving 
course this subject. When this course was instituted, happened 
selected give the course four lectures the freshman class 
entire group. This followed actual demonstration smaller groups 
the college librarian, Miss Daly, the reading room. Seniors, during 
one their hospital assignments, come our library groups about 
twelve, assigned literary work, They are taken our lecture room 
again for twenty-five thirty minutes refresh their memory the 
proper quotation bibliographic references. 
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Miss Balfour (Michigan): have society library supported 
the society, more like private institution than like university public 
institution paid for the state, where they have unlimited privileges 
asking for service. 

Miss Hilton: Our library has done everything except write papers. 
not abstract articles nor translate, was asked one time 
wrote our But most the surgeons the medical 
school are very highly trained writers. With stenographers writing let- 
ters more less mechanical. Assistants library are especially 
trained. Doctors students tell they must write 1000 page paper— 
months work. Library cooperates. The man who chooses under- 
take such mammoth piece work will require much service, People 
who come are students men who have been referred 
some student. not feel that they ask too much. When receive 
written request for all literature certain subject, generally write 
back immediately and see whether the document going printed. 
Usually have something by. try find out exactly what 
wanted, Sometimes wants all the references all languages from the 
beginning down the present time, Library cannot prepare full bibli- 
ography for him under six months. When explained him how ex- 
pensive, generally boils down 25. These people have conception 
what happens. Perhaps they want all the literature English, French 
just English and German, they only want few articles. They 
think great number. Still keeping the sky the limit, but sort 
smoothing them down, giving them the service they need but 
decide what they want. 

Miss Wilson: American Medical Association library different from 
university city But speaking from former contact San 
Francisco, everybody seeking service. Good judgment must the 
guide each instance rendering service. 


LIBRARY REFERENCE SERVICE 
Miss Florence Wickes, Reference Librarian 

Lane Medical Library, San Francisco 
the matter service its patrons, the Lane Medical Library has 
always had for its motto: sky the limit.” Being 
typical library workers, trained ideals service, have always ac- 
cepted our motto with unquestioning enthusiasm, far humanly 
possible, the staff has always endeavored give everybody everything 
they asked for. But now, thrown into analytic mood the unfor- 
tunate combination rapidly growing library and shrinking finances, 
are wondering someone might not say our library what man 
recently said the R.F.C.: “It only question time until runs 
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out money, but ought retain lot beautiful friendships.” 

are wondering perhaps there are ways which could 
make better apportionment our funds, not just money, but funds 
time and strength and nervous energy; all which have their 
limits and need conserving; especially library with small staff and 
large clientele. 

seems though would more fair those who have priori 
claims our library service, through their connection with the Univer- 
sity, and those doctors outside the University who, taking out 
membership, contribute the library’s support, should eliminate 
some the service given those having just claim any attention. 
have often observed that the doctor who most generous the 
library demands the least service, while those having real claim 
often make most unreasonable demands. the latter class that 
turn our attenion, and plan ways make them realize that library 
service that worth seeking should supported financially. 

The reference librarian turns regretfully from thoughts blissful 
state where the written word may searched for the truth therein, freely, 
for all who care She turns mercenary; for library bills must 
met, and library budgets decrease; and libraries persist growing 
and demanding either increase staff curtailment service. 

seems opportune time review the library’s frozen assets: 
frozen that they possess icy souls and never dream making any re- 
turn for help lavishly given. They fall into several groups: 

There the doctor who writes that the “Indicus not 
available his town, and requests references two subjects. regret 
the nonexistence the “Indicus but feel that membership 
fee should have accompanied his 

Then there the visitor who descends person upon the library 
from out town, laden down with references saved for months. 
will consume hundred dollars time and perhaps 
depart without saying thank you. had glaring example this one 
year. About week before the holidays doctor came from another 
university, accompanied secretary. wished consult tons 
books. refused even have his secretary help assemble the material, 
saying that his time was too valuable have his work held back that way, 
could get the books more quickly. Courtesy other universities 
having always been our custom, decided give him what de- 
manded, and the staff neglected their legitimate tasks supply him with 
endless were rewarded the end the week his 
making the suggestion that should keep the library open Christmas 
Day for his convenience, 

Then there the doctor who has some means established claim 
membership, and who introduces eligible take out books his 
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name, friend, the friend’s friend, and the friend’s friend. 

There also the lawyer, frequent visitor seeking aid some 
medico-legal case, and thinking that has done quite all that should 
expected him when tells you that knows some the doctors 
your The reference librarian always glad see 
him for her own sake, for there nothing more interesting than medi- 
co-legal case; but while she poring over his particular problem some- 
times occurs her that would more just the library that pays 
for her time the lawyer would indulge modest fee-splitting the 
perfectly legitimate means paying library membership fee. 

out town correspondent comes mind, writes that three 
foreign authors, whose names gives, have somewhere written articles 
certain subject. would like find these articles and abstract 
them for him, but does not expect pay for the work, (He politely 
referred abstracting service.) 

Then there the correspondent who encloses list references, 
saying that these are all the cases certain condition that has been 
able find. modestly demands that search the literature make 
sure that other similar case has ever been published. Again, check 
for membership 

How shall melt these frozen assets? 

For the sake saving time seems though might just 
well exclude the non-medical public, Although the general public 
may not take books from our library, have always allowed them 
use our books the library. Considerable study those who come has 
made very skeptical whether are really doing any public ser- 
vice this way; for these readers fall mainly into four groups: The 
giggling adolescent, requesting Freud Dreams: The victim senility 
seeking vicarious thrills certain type medical literature: The high- 
school student, usually supplied non-medical teacher with some 
theme that leads him investigations that too immature assimi- 
late: And the patient, reading his own case and floundering 
terms new and strange him that arrives wrong conclusion 
arrives any all. These all take time day that does not 
lack incident, the following excerpts from the log may prove: 

Interne: “Brown and have argument about the founding 
the American Medical Association. Where can get the stuff prove 
that right?” 

Dietitian: “Where can find articles salt-free diet?” 

Laboratory Technician: ‘You have book microscopy that 
would like man named Mecum. His first name 
Vade.” 

The Telephone: “Is Dr. Jones there? Are you sure isn’t? 
said that was going the library.” 
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due poisoning nitroglycerine. Can you find anything the 

The Telephone: are your library hours? you open 
Sunday?” 

Reformer: you give some books 

Patient from the Clinics: have pains legs. you 
give something read about it?” 

Medical Student: “Where will find the Oath 

The Telephone: “This the office the Daily Scream, come 
out your library will you give all the dope the latest work 
rejuvenation 

School Teacher: wish give talk students posture. 
Where can find material?” 

Letter from Librarian: “Dr. Brown will San Francisco 
next week and wishes check those references his bibliography 
which are not available our library. Could you have ready for his use 
the references the enclosed list?” 

Interne: “May use your telephone?” Then the telephone 
operator: “This your favorite interne. shall the library for 
hour,” 

Medical Student: you tell where will find the original 
article the Argyll Robertson pupil?” 

School-Girl: “My teacher told come here and ask you for 
book the emotions that cause mental hygiene.” 

Telephone Call from One the Faculty: you please ask 
the History Department get out material Vesalius? shall 
having class the library this afternoon.” 

Lawyer: have case coming which question in- 
volved the relation trauma goiter. Can you help with it?” 

fatigue industry. May have some material the 

Voice the Telephone: have set books that think you 
would like have for your history collection, the Medical History 
the War the Rebellion,” 

Doctor: “Do you recall what place writings 
says: syphilis all its manifestations and relations and all other 
things clinical will added unto you.” 

Doctor: have what seems unique case and want 
write up. Wéill you search the literature and see any case like has 
ever been 

The Telephone: have been ringing that interne’s signal several 
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times and answer. just know the library. you 
see him?” 

Doctor: want find liver function test man named 
Smith. No, don’t know his first name; but Smith New York.” 

Doctor: those journals come back from the bindery? 
don’t see why they always have the bindery when writing 
paper.” 

Letter: hospital planning have small working library 
for its doctors. you give suggestions what books and 
periodicals you consider most valuable for small library?” 

Telegram: you verify and complete the following reference 
and telegraph back?” 

message from the Industrial Accident Commission: you 
find what you can Charcot joints and trauma?” 

Visitor: “What the meaning the groups figures the 
murals your reading room? How many books have you the 

Voice the Telephone: the general public allowed use 
your library? Have you Havelock Ellis’ books?” 

Medical Student: you find something explaining the 
variety forms which the Caduceus pictured?” 

Long-Distance Telephone Call: have case poisoning 
here and have medical library our town. Will you check 
for the treatment acute benzol poisoning and telephone back?” 

Medical Student: “Who wrote that large green book 

Nurse: can find the Florence Nightingale pledge?” 

School-Boy: “Say! Will you give something read about 
insanity? teacher didn’t say what kind. guess it’s insanity the 
brain that want.” 

Doctor: “Will you get together the literature for the last ten 
years experimental glaucoma?” 

The Librarian (at the close the day): very 
interesting medical lecture tonight. Don’t you think that had better 
go? keeps one’s mind from getting rusty.” 

DISCUSSION 

Miss Beem: Miss Ophul’s problems, related Miss Wickes, 
are precisely those found all large medical When or- 
ganized our library was listed public medical reference library with 
regular membership purchasable and also library privileges. Those privi- 
leges did not compare with the privileges general membership. Re- 
quests are received for unreasonably large amounts material. had 
suggest for that kind thing. gave him price for membership 
and for non-membership service, The one making the request could take 
leave it. usually thinks best pay. Telephone inquiries are 
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handled the same way. state restrictions without any apology 
our work they are usually glad pay for service, they 
want material badly enough and are sincere enough their work, they 
are glad pay for service. The plan has been quite have 
regular sales talk membership. Must use your own judgment com- 
plying with requests for service. connection with visitor from out 
town—we considered the place from where came, the librarians 
with whom had come contact and gave him service accordingly. 
Courtesy extended other libraries. consider the importance 
men’s subjects. had use our own judgment doing that. 
give all our time and service possible, but staff limited and sometimes 
must show the person how about helping himself. They usually 
appreciate our position and are grateful for all can help them. 
far the rules and regulations our library permit, 

Miss Biethan: Met school teacher—asked for material 
suggested that she lie flat her back until she fell asleep, 
the clinic the doctor’s office State Street, She asked about doc- 
fee. Two later met her find she sleeping soundly and 
visit the doctor because his fee was $25.00. 

Most the doctors bring their references with them. Con- 
sider they know what they want. Have difficulty sometimes with faulty 
references not because they are fault but copied from some journal. 
such case write them explaining the faulty reference. 

Mr, Frankenberger: Requests are received for methods named for 
physicians, described under various technics and indication the 
name the author. For instance, some time ago had request for 
the first article Murphy’s button. Simple question ask, but had 
through the literature and simmered down the point where 
the original article mentioned button. took hours 
get back the original source because the first paper was not men- 
tioned button but the original reference consisted de- 
scription the operation the intestines, anastomosis, performed 
Dr. Murphy. Teachers assign work students who sometimes be- 
come confused. For example—Brown-Sequard, not first and last name, 
but entire compound last name, Then the inquiry about the rubber man. 
develops that this skin condition known cutis hyperplastica. 
Another inquiry was for article klin, Chir. Vol. 110, 
1911.” considerable research, was found “Deut. Ztschr. 
Chir. Vol. 110, Man comes requesting considerable amount 
material. get out few references get him started. Show him 
indices and how get references additional material. have 
things within reason, unless have unlimited funds and Cannot 
comply with unreasonable requests because there are many demands 
made our staff, try show readers how proceed and endeavor 
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help them get properly started. are quite willing all the 
aid can. Sometimes instead having name, they have merely 
some sentence the volume. Unable identify publication they desire. 
Some requests require mind 


INTERLIBRARY LOANS 
Miss Ella Salmonsen 


Reference Librarian, John Crerar Library, Chicago 

The main purpose any library collect printed information 
and have available for the use those who need their research 
work, Broadly speaking, books should loaned those who have need 
them and who for good reasons cannot come the library. 

Books were written and printed read, and the more the book 
off the library shelves, the more valuable is. has value the 
stacks, except perhaps literary curiosity for the occasional stack 
visitor for the purpose statistics. For this reason, our policy 
the John Crerar Library Medical Department lend books overnight 
provided there ample deposit which refunded full, and that 
the book returned the following morning promptly after such time 
has been determined upon. This will depend the Librarian’s judg- 
ment regards the amount use that generally made the particular 
books. Current periodicals are lent overnight ONLY. have found 
that this course works well and has not been abused. 

The matter inter-library loans quite another thing and open 
discussion, the case libraries whose funds are provided totally 
the members, only fair them that their books should avail- 
able for them all times and not lent away considerable distance 
for perhaps several days. Furthermore, the case special reference 
library, such the John Crerar Library, where the funds have been 
donated for the specific use designated city group, departing 
from the wishes and object the Founder lend books away from the 
library and have them absent for week more the great disappoint- 
ment and loss those who come, perhaps from distance, use the 
library. Besides, the privilege often abused, and books which could 
consulted and returned after one day are kept for week more, 
and the loan considered matter course, and not But 
think that you will all agree that the John Crerar Library has always 
tried help every one you here, although turn have had several 
occasions where wanted borrow book and have been flatly refused. 
DISCUSSION 

Chairman: Miss Salmonsen has made remarks library loans. 
Can hear briefly from some the other librarians inter-library 
loans that have any considerable amount such service? 
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Miss Biethan: Loan ten volumes time. Requests for 30. 
want send out many things possible. are most central 
library. have larger files periodicals than can found anywhere 
Michigan, Limit the users the library books. 

Chairman: How far does your service extend? there limit 
distance? 

Miss Biethan: Portland, Yale, Boston—things happen have 
they not. lend frequently the Mayo Clinic. Other libraries 
the state. 

Chairman: you place restrictions such loans? 

Miss Biethan: much requested material asked for other 
libraries have refuse, since home requirements have precedence. 
have had complaints, They pay the carriage both ways. 

Chairman: What the time limit? 

Miss Biethan: Two weeks and renewal. 

Mr. Shules: have calls send out books throughout the West. 
supply requests the Surgeon Library, Agricultural De- 
partment Library and Library the Department Commerce. Books 
may kept out for ten days with renewal privileges. occasionally 
lose volume, Our greatest difficulty with library loans has been have 
them return the material time. Sometimes researchers are engaged 
important work, and are glad renew the privilege almost in- 


MUTILATION AND STEALING PUBLICATIONS 
Miss Ella Salmonsen, 
Reference Librarian, John Crerar Library, Chicago 

regard mutilations and the stealing books, doubtful 
any completely adequate means stopping this will ever devised. 
Every library, both home and abroad, even those which elaborate 
precautions are taken, such the British Museum and the Bibliotheque 
Nationale Paris, has suffered from this depredation. the John 
Crerar Library have had large amount loss from stealing and 
mutilations, especially the public rooms with open shelves, the 
Medical Department, where was our custom keep all current periodi- 
cals the public room open boxes, found many mutilations. 
doubt much this was due certain type unprincipled foreign 
medical student, those who think easy for the library replace 
these loose periodicals. rather disheartening think with what 
ease many will tear out periodicals books what they require, rather 
than take the trouble copy it. shall very glad hear any other 
speaker this subject who has found practical and efficient method 
stopping this evil and loss libraries. our Medical Room have 
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restricted the use the Periodical boxes. attendant now gets the 
particular number that the reader needs and this brought back the 
desk when done with it. collated before and after the reader 
gets and his name checked off the list. this way have certain 
amount check, and far working well and will, think, much 
lessen our losses. 

DISCUSSION 

Mr. Frankenberger: rather difficult problem the great 
libraries like the New York Public Library and the British Museum, 
spite the guards and the police control and other protection, suffer 
losses due the stealing books, 

Every now and then find somebody has been rounded up. 
few days ago, fellow New York, who has been fence for number 
collectors rare books, was found going around stealing books from 
private collections and from the New York Public Library, has been 
convicted. has not revealed anything, but they have enough evidence 
have him incarcerated for two years. instance show that 
thievery rare books and other articles and relics going throughout 
the world. spite all cautiousness occasionally find some our 
fine things missing. 

Chairman: you think, Miss Salmonsen, that you have prevented 
mutilations not making the current copies available the open 
shelves? 

Miss Salmonsen: have not had mutilation since March. 
used have two three has been our experience that the 
most current periodical section suffers greatest mutilation. 

Miss Biethan: Mutilation Army Library tried 
find the offender. finally caught him the act, during the World 
War, 1917, 1918. Replaced all had taken; fine; prison sentence. 
was from that time refused admittance the library. Looked about 
for signs indicating that this penitentiary offense. None evidence; 
but there are now. 

Mr. Frankenberger: New York state has law making mutilations 
library property penitentiary 

Chairman: appreciate very much your interest and thank you 
for your participation this discussion. have all received benefit 
from this conference. 


ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE UNIVERSITY 
Meeting the Medical Library Association, June 20-22, 1933 
Leader, Mrs. Judith Wallen Hunt 
Librarian, Bio-Medical Libraries, University Chicago 

Mrs, Hunt: had hoped have with this morning Miss 
Elizabeth Runge the University Texas School Medicine Library 
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who was conduct this meeting. Unfortunately, because disability, 
Miss Runge will not with us. Our sympathy with Miss Runge and 
regret her absence, But she has kindly prepared for interesting 
program which shall follow. First this program discussion 
Inter-Library Loans Miss Theresa Beckman, Librarian Marquette 
University, School Medicine and Dentistry. Again sorry re- 
port that Miss Beckman not with us. shall therefore open the dis- 
cussion telling you the procedure followed the Bio-Medical 
Libraries the University Chicago. 

general, loan other libraries any books which are not 
Reserve, and which are not great demand our own faculty and 
students. Rare volumes and books which are out print are loaned 
only very exceptional cases and are then registered. Current journals 
and periodicals published during the last five years are such great use 
our own readers that much incovenience would result these were 
sent outside the University, far practicable, aim generous 
and serve scholars other institutions, but likewise feel that our 
first responsibility our own faculty and students. 

The Library which borrows books assumes all responsibility for any 
damage loss which may incurred, and for transportation and regis- 
tration charges. 

Books are generally sent parcel post, but sometimes express collect 
and are then returned prepaid. Carrying charges for books loaned 
other libraries are paid the reader for whom the book borrowed 
the library. 

Books sent thru inter-library loan may rule kept for period 
three weeks, Most books borrowed thru inter-library loan are like- 
wise due their source three weeks after they have been sent. They 
are due our library, however, two weeks after their receipt. The extra 
week needed for transit and margin safety, that may 
confident that the book will back source within the allotted time. 
delivery the reader slip placed each volume stating the 
carrying charge and the date which the book due our library. 
This procedure ensures promptness the return books borrowed from 
other 

has been our practice permit faculty and students take home 
any volume borrowed thru inter-library loan, excepting the case 
very books. These have instead been kept available the 
office. 

will now interesting note how other librarians differ their 
procedures and what problems present themselves. 

Miss Loomis (University Illinois): wish there were some way 
small package could sent mail instead express. 

Miss Lawrence (Washington University, St. Louis): would like 
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the same thing, but are too far from postal sub-station, That 
why send express. Occasionally books are returned mail. 
Formerly the Surgeon General’s Library would accept nothing sent 
mail, They shipped express and wanted items returned express. 
For long distances more economical send express. 

general, regards inter-library loans, pursue somewhat the 
same course that Mrs, Hunt has outlined, excepting that our library pays 
the entire carrying charge. Beginning this year, however, have had 
refuse most requests account curtailment help. Unbound 
volumes are loaned within the city only. 

Mrs. Nichols (Cornell University): loans within the city parcel 
post very slow. 

Miss Lawrence: Washington University not send 
express parcel post within the city limits. Books have called for. 
First the prospective borrower phones see the needed volume 
available. When later calls for the volume must establish his iden- 
tity before makes any withdrawals. However, outsiders may use our 
reading room facilities freely. 

Mrs, Washburn (St. Louis University): There advantage 
calling about city loans, because then know definitely who 
responsible for the volume. But there seems time limit for 
returning books, would good idea insert slip each volume 
giving the date when the book due. think definite ruling should 
made regarding these matters. 

Mr, Robert: Columbia University permit outsiders use 
the library, but only staff members and students may withdraw books. 
have two free deliveries week from the New York Academy 
Medicine. When books are borrowd elsewhere thru inter-library loan 
the borrower pays transportation and registration charges. 

Mrs. Hunt: these days limited budgets seems quite legiti- 
mate for the borrower pay for carrying charges, the case faculty 
and research associates, however, the amount can subsequently allo- 
cated against the departmental budget. 

Mrs. Washburn: St, Louis University have had faculty mem- 
bers request many eight ten volumes from the Surgeon 
Library one time. presented our Library Committee the ques- 
tion the carrying charges incurred these loans. And was decided 
that the library should bear the burden, 

Miss Lawrence: Twenty-three years ago Washington University 
started centralized library. the time money was available pay 
express charges inter-library loans. Each department has always ex- 
pected this free service. For this reason will difficult change 
the procedure now. 

Hunt: there further discussion inter-library loans 
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shall proceed the next subject the program: Privileges.” 
Mrs, Ethel Washburn St. Louis University School Medicine will 
lead the discussion. 

Mrs, Washburn: When this subject was suggested for discussion, 
questionnaires were sent about twenty different libraries concerning 
stack privileges; both librarians and readers were interviewed the 
the basis the answers received, libraries may grouped 
three classes: (1) Those who give stack privileges; (2) those who 
not and (3) those who extend the privilege laboratory assistants 
and upper class men only. The primary function every library 
educate. Our first concern how the library can aid the student at- 
taining his objectives. The idea browsing library rather fascinat- 
ing. Undoubtedly sometimes helpful for reader able 
examine leisurely whole series Many books will attract 
him that otherwise would have escaped notice. saves time for both 
the librarian and the student the reader can into the stacks and 
bring back what likes. There are, however, some very serious draw- 
backs, For this reason St. Louis University School Medicine does not 
extend the privilege students general. Faculty and laboratory as- 
sistants have access our stacks, also give the privilege any 
student who preparing paper. Usually tell student let 
know when ready, may then explain the stack arrangement. 

Mr. Robert: the College Physicians and Surgeons stack privi- 
leges are given the hospital staff; faculty members the medical 
and dental schools and recommended graduate students. Only small 
proportion this group takes advantage the privilege, but the few 
who know our scheme classification find great help consulting the 
shelves, browsing around they often find unknown related material 
helpful the solution their problems. 

Mrs. Hunt: The Bio-Medical Libraries the University Chicago 
give stack privileges faculty only. Fellows, Assistants and graduate 
students are not permitted general access our stacks, 

The question stack privileges resolves itself into two different 
problems, depending the size the library. small library with 
relatively few readers can perhaps extend the courtesy without much loss 
inconvenience, larger libraries whose yearly readers total over 
50,000, the problem more difficult. Not only will there losses due 
theft, but there will also many temporary losses due misplace- 
ments. all wish maximum use our books, but maximum use pre- 
cludes adoption too individualistic policy with its attendant losses. 
has been said that librarian builds for eternity. subscribe 
this statement, must think not only the moment, but the 
future. One thing certain: Posterity will not grateful for too 
much leniency present 
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Miss Lawrence: Washington University they built new build- 
ing 1914, and adopted principles for the librarian follow. Faculty 
made the rules ideal from their point view. appointment 
was made five years later after the library had grown considerably. 
this time both faculty and student body were small. During ensuing 
years the library staff has struggled against the rising tide work, and 
are still following the courtesy system conducting our library. 
issue everything without limitations excepting rare books, Our 
journals are issued indefinitely under the courtesy system. keep rec- 
ords the requests. Fortunately losses have been few. Rare books are 
kept under lock and key. have open stacks follows that give 
stack privileges our faculty and students alike. 

Miss Buchanan: How much good does student get out having 
freedom the stacks? 

Mrs. Hunt: That problematical. Personally, believe that the 
losses incurred inconvenience the larger group far more than the privi- 
lege browsing benefits the individual. 

When anyone asks concerning stack privileges, usually parry 
the question asking familiar with the use the shelf list. 
then explain its use general way and follow giving concrete 
example, drawing illustrations from the subject matter which the 
reader particularly interested the moment. nearly every case 
familiarity with the shelf list has proved excellent substitute for stack 
However, limited stack privileges are sometimes given 
graduate student who checking extensive bibliography prior 
publication. 

Miss Stern: The library the Northwestern University Medical 
School maintains closed stacks. Faculty, however, have stack privileges 
and, occasion, Fellows and Assistants who are especially recommended 
the faculty. Few our faculty take advantage this courtesy 
they generally prefer utilize the desk service. Fellows and Assistants 
likewise rarely request access the stacks. have found that thor- 
ough understanding our catalog more helpful reader than 
browsing. 

Miss Biethan: the Medical Library the University Michigan 
the desk attendants accompany students the stacks, and often the stu- 
dent helps carrying books back the reading room. 

Mrs. Nichols: Cornell University give stack privileges our 
students believe they should have the same privileges the doctors, 
because some day they too will doctors. Our library staff small 
that would impossible bring books for our readers, Our 
greatest difficulty with open shelves with the ordinary things. But 
have never lost very much. have about 350 who are considered 
staff and research workers; the student body numbers about 250. 
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Mrs. Washburn: bad policy let younger students into 
the stacks. Many librarians familiar with open stacks have found the 
system impractical. 

Miss McCrae: the library the Medical College Virginia 
have open stacks. far the system has worked very satisfactorily. 

Miss Stern (Northwestern University): think the size the 
library the deciding factor whether not will practicable 
give stack small library where the librarian knows each 
reader personally may find advisable give its readers access the 
stacks. However, large library located great metropolitan cen- 
ter, the problem entirely different. Here access the stacks 
great number readers would cause confusion and result losses, some 
permanent and others temporary. 

Mrs. Hunt: there further discussion regarding stack privi- 
leges shall proceed the next subject the program, the 
ment Periodical Mr. Wallace the University Toronto 
was lead the discussion. Unfortunately, Mr. Wallace has been unable 
attend the meetings, prepare paper the subject. But Mr. 
Wallace did not leave the lurch. Instead, has kindly forwarded 
paper prepared Miss Leonard, Assistant Librarian charge the 
Medical Reading Room the University shall now read 
you Miss paper. 


THE ARRANGEMENT PERIODICALS 


Miss Agatha Leonard 
Assistant Charge Medical Reading Room 
University Toronto Library 

library, meet the need our time,” said Oliver Wendell 
Holmes his dedicatory address the opening the Medical Library 
Boston 1878, “must take, and must spread out convenient 
form, great array periodicals,” 

The question for consider is, what the most “convenient 
form” arranging periodicals medical library? How cogent this 
discussion realize, who know that periodicals form the backbone 
all scientific libraries, and that probably the most vital work done 
medical library the reading periodicals, 

There are, according experience, four main ways which 
journals may arranged. These are: 

alphabetically, 
alphabetically, language. 
alphabetically, country. 
alphabetically, subject. 
Each these schemes presents some drawback, but consider 
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for moment the salient feature each, may reach some conclusion 
which method the least objectionable. 

Librarians who adopt the last-mentioned form arrangement,— 
alphabetically, subject,—will find that many journals not limit 
themselves one subject. Many workers different fields use the same 
journal, and what may convenient arrangement for one department, 
may inconvenient for others. Theoretically, division into subjects 
appeals professors, one whom once told the head our periodical 
department that man should able sit opposite the section contain- 
ing his own subject and reach out his hand for what required. The 
difficulties that would beset such course will occur once anyone 
who has ever contemplated it. 

The grouping journals according the third scheme, that is, 
country, presents certain obstacles and few advantages. can real 
use only very occasional scientific student limited 
countries his search for facts, Such arrangement also in- 
variably exposes curious weakness the geographical knowledge 
the patrons the library, while the shifting boundaries and changing 
nomenclature recent years serve warning the difficulties 
encountered those who follow this system. 

The objections placing periodicals language, the second idea 
suggested, that some, such the Acta Radiologica, the Japanese Jour- 
nal Medical Sciences, and many others, contain articles different 
languages. Specifically, such method use only those who are 
interested the literature one language, and, again, scientific research 
limited neither country, nor language. 

This brings consideration the first, and mind, the 
soundest arrangement,—alphabetically, title. The drawback this 
scheme self-evident,—a greater distance must covered going from 
one journal another,—but this, think, much less important criti- 
cism than any the points raised connection with the three other 
methods, The advantages, the other hand, are summed Miss 
James her admirable paper The Medical Library, printed 
the Library Journal for 1916, alphabet one the few fragments 
universal knowledge surviving among people over thirty, and even the 
most ostensibly specialized medical journals contain much interest 
other specialties. The man who would never learn the location 
classified group books finds his way periodical shelves with 
alphabetical arrangement.” 

Alphabeting, itself, presents another problem. our library 
follow the letter” rule, used the Oxford Dictionary, 
preference the “order word,” which probably more general, 
and certainly seems grasped more readily the readers our 
library. other matters find the Union List wise guide follow. 
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Publications societies are listed under the name the society, 
the Union List,—for example, the Journal the American Medical Asso- 
ciation found under American. Invariably, there will always readers 
who have assisted their search for titles, whatever the system 
alphabeting. 

The next point consider the relative importance the older, 
compared with the more recent volumes periodicals. has 
been estimated that scientific periodicals are ten years ahead scientific 
textbooks, does this mean that periodicals over ten years old should 
excluded from medical library, and the most recent text-books sub- 
stituted for them? short experience medical library will answer 
that question. While the most insistent demand usually for the cur- 
rent numbers, and the most recent bound volumes, there steady call 
for the older volumes, especially the research worker who insists upon 
tracing back the original source his particular line investigation. 
the Medical Reading Room the University Toronto Library dur- 
ing the past year, 570 current periodicals were borrowed for use out 
the building, and approximately 650 bound volumes, which about 
one-third were over ten years old. imagine that most medical libraries 
would have the same experience, 

safe say, then, that both bound and current volumes are 
necessary our libraries, What should their arrangement relation 
the whole library? Where space and equipment permit, separate 
periodical room would seem ideal, There, readers will have direct 
access the shelves consult the bound volumes. The current period- 
icals may housed pigeonholes the same room, with the latest 
number the current volume prominently display table, 
reclining shelf. Second this arrangement desirability, the current 
periodical reading room, for all unbound numbers journals, many 
libraries, lack space makes necessary keep the current numbers 
the main reading room. The consensus opinion, however, makes 
clear that the latest number the volume progress should dis- 
played prominently, and the other current numbers should kept 
pigeon-holes shelves where they may readily accessible. 

assist the readers, various aids may adopted with regard 
current periodicals. Where there are large number periodicals 
shelves pigeon-holes, helpful indicate the beginning each 
letter the alphabet marking the divisions conspicuously. also 
particularly useful have list current periodicals, arranged accord- 
ing subject, available the public, that every reader can see what 
journals the library receiving given subject. Some libraries also 
post list the daily, weekly, receipts periodicals and new 
subscriptions, and the beginning each academic year list subject 
new subscriptions for the past year. 


152 


Bound volumes periodicals can arranged alphabetically 
stacks, with the ends the stacks well indexed, impossible 
house the bound volumes separate periodical room, may advis- 
able have the more recent volumes the much used journals, such 
the Journal the American Medical Association, available the reading 
room, space 


conclusion, let stress the point that the aim the university 
library give equal opportunity all its readers probe the 
mass material stored its periodicals over number years, For 
that reason, scheme arrangement which practicable for depart- 
mental library distinctly unsatisfactory for the main library, which 
must cater the members all departments. the help the 
Index Medicus, the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus, the Catalogue 
the Surgeon-General’s Library, well the subject list periodicals 
being received the library, the members all departments should 
able take equal advantage its resources, the periodicals are ar- 
ranged alphabetically title, with any supplementary aids the library 
can place their disposal. 


This brief outline desirable method shelving medical journals 
presented with the hope that will call forth any criticisms and 
supplementary suggestions which may help the members this 
group. 

Mrs. Hunt: Miss Leonard’s excellent paper has given good 
summary advantages and disadvantages the four types periodical 
arrangement. shall now initiate the discussion describing the ar- 
rangement used the Bio-Medical Libraries the University Chicago. 


the Reading-room shelves kept non-circulating material such 
encyclopedias, literature indices, bibliographical works, abstract jour- 
nals, etc. 


Circulating material, both books and periodicals, arranged 
the stacks according the Library Congress classification system 
one straight file. That is, periodicals are arranged subject and, 
given subject, precede treatises, handbooks, texts, etc. library with 
closed stacks whose readers not have access the bound volumes 
periodicals, this system has proved most satisfactory. efficient and 
saves much time, for often reader requests one two journals 
certain subject together with treatise text the same field, The 
attendant will find these volumes close proximity the stacks, 
two distinct and separate files were maintained text and journal 
covering the same field would widely separated. consequence 
more time and energy would consumed making the delivery the 
waiting reader. The simplicity this system constitutes another point 
its favor, new and untrained desk attendant can grasp moment 


153 


arrangement which all holdings are shelved sequence, according 
the call number, one straight file. 

Current unbound periodicals are shelved the periodical room ad- 
joining the reading room. the reader helps himself and the 
arrangement alphabetical. Journals, transactions and proceedings 
societies are all one file the sequence adopted the Union List 
Serials. 

Miss Bates: the University Illinois periodicals are kept 
the basement stack rooms, arranged alphabetically title. maintain 
open stacks, and the beginning the school year instruct our 
students the use the library. For our purposes the alphabetical 
arrangement used the Union List Serials has proved very satisfactory. 

Mrs, Nichols: Cornell University journals are arranged alpha- 
One difficulty that have had has been with the Zentral- 
blatts. Until recently the title was spelled wih ‘C’. 

Mrs, Washburn: the St. Louis University School Medicine 
bound periodicals are shelved the stacks, alphabetically title. Both 
faculty and assistants use the stack room freely, but student asks per- 
mission before entering the stacks. Usually, however, depends 
cumulative indices and the many reference books open shelves the 
reading room, and the use the catalog. 

Current periodicals from the mail are placed upon tables and 
rack the faculty reading room where they are looked over and 
checked daily various members the staff. They are left thus for 
few days only, when they are removed the general Reading room 
shelves—alphabetically arranged around the walls. keep the three 
last numbers the reading room, that with succeeding numbers, the 
older numbers are retired automatically the current file shelves 
against the wall the Faculty Reading-room. After binding they are 
sent the stack room, 

Miss Wildes: Yale University periodicals are arranged alpha- 
betically. 

Miss Daly: the Long Island College Medicine periodicals 
are kept one alphabet under the title. 

Miss Hedges: Vanderbilt University, School Medicine peri- 
odicals are arranged alphabetically. 

Mr. Robert: The arrangement periodicals the College 
Physicians and Surgeons strictly alphabetical regardless language, 
and along with the journals file the proceedings and transactions 
societies the order adopted the Union List Our periodi- 
cal files, however, are unfortunately broken into groups for the con- 
venience our readers. Approximately 10,000 volumes the most 
important clinical, abstract and review journals are open shelves 
the upper library floor adjacent the current periodical room and under 
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the care and supervision reference librarian. The regular periodical 
collection, however, the first stack below the reading room, subject 
call over the loan desk. the lower stack have assembled the 
dental journals one group, the chemical journals another group 
and adjacent special reading room for research workers who have 
access the stacks. third group this floor consists duplicate 
files the more important journals inherited from earlier departmental 
libraries, some which are kept date through many 
groups may seen complicating and confusing, but reality they simplify 
research for those workers interested only each particular group 
periodicals, 


Journals loaned out from these groups are easily segregated and re- 
turned their proper location the library assistants because colored 
dots for each collection are pasted the back each 


Mrs. Hunt: From the preceding discussion seems foregone con- 
clusion that those libraries which maintain open stacks, and where the 
reader serves himself, the alphabetical arrangement title superior. 
the case large libraries that maintain closed stacks, and where bound 
periodicals are delivered across the loan desk conclusion can perhaps 
not drawn with great certainty. one considers the efficiency and 
speed desk service, the simple arrangement books and periodicals 
one straight file, according the call number would, believe, yield 
time-study data its favor, The arrangement has the advantage 
automatically placing books given subject together, without the 
disadvantage isolated groupings which add the complexity sys- 
tem. Thus chemical journals are all shelved together immediately fol- 
lowed all books the same subject; all physiology journals and books, 
dental journals and books, etc., are similarly grouped. And this arrange- 
ment accomplished without any deviation from the very simple system 
having one straight file. 


Miss Stern: Changes title present certain problems the ar- 
rangement periodicals. will interesting know how different 
libraries handle such changes, 


Mrs, Hunt: any change title where the contents journal 
does not change and where the volume numbering continues, the file 
kept intact under one call number, Thus the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal continued our shelves the New England Journal 
Medicine. the catalog the card under the latter title with 
title varies notation showing which volumes appeared under the earlier 
title. reference card under the earlier title refers the reader the 
current title. the other hand, where there change title and 
the volume numbering discontinuous, the first entry closed and 
note added the card giving the title under which the periodical 
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continued. the subject matter has not changed the two files will 
close proximity the stacks. 

Miss Stern: Northwestern University when journal changes 
its title, but maintains the same volume numbering, place the entire 
file under the most recent title. Thus the American Journal Ortho- 
pedic Surgery, the Journal Orthopaedic Surgery and the Journal 
Bone and Joint Surgery are all arranged one straight file under the 
last named title. this case, when the American Journal Orthopedic 
Surgery changed title maintained two volume numberings: one con- 
tinuous with the old series, the other discontinuous. But have found 
that arranging the three journals one file under the current title the 
best 

Miss Bates: the University Illinois all journals are arranged 
strictly alphabet under the title. Thus the Boston Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal separated from the New England Journal Medicine. 
But immediately following the last volume the former aim 
place pastcboard dummy stating that the Boston Journal con- 
tinued the New England Journal Medicine. also the American 
Journal Orthopedic Surgery, the Journal Orthopaedic Surgery and 
the Journal Bone and Joint Surgery are each filed their proper al- 
phabetical place the shelf, the first two with pasteboard dummies re- 
ferring the new title under which the file continued. have found 
this arrangement very satisfactory. literature index will refer the 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal vol. 197, not the New England 
Journal Medicine vol. 197. student accustomed alphabetical 
arrangement, and going directly the shelves for periodicals would 
find confusing the older journal were filed under the new title. 
Either would have recali the change title (which unlikely), 
would have retrace his steps and consult the catalog. 

Mrs, Washburn: Louis University the practice give 
information concerning changes title three ways: (1) dummy 
following the last volume the first title gives the name the new 
title for succeeding volumes; (2) card for the journal the visible 
file which hangs the end each stack gives the name the new title; 
(3) the “information” card front each title the catalog likewise 
gives all data concerning changes title. changes where the volume 
numbering continuous, both titles are shelved together one con- 
tinuous set. 

Miss Wildes: Yale University journal which changes its title 
but maintains continuous volume numbering, the case the New 
England Journal Medicine, shelved under the last title; the volume 
numbering discontinuous each file shelved separately, 

Mr. Robert: Our procedure the same that Yale University. 

Mrs. Hunt: has been both interesting and instructive learn 
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the various procedures common usage. Each has its advantages and 
disadvantages. Changes title present problem where 
closed stacks are maintained, Where open stack and self service are 
vogue, the average point view is, course, the de- 
ciding has been told that periodicals are arranged al- 
phabetically, will expect find volume 190 the Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal shelved continuously with the New England Journal 
The answer this question may decide the merits the 
two different arrangements that have been discussed, must also 
recognized that many variables may enter each individual Then 
too, are all creatures habit, and are prone believe that system 
best with which are the most familiar. 

there are further contributions this discussion shall pro- 
ceed the next subject our program. Miss Mary Provence was 
address Work,” and regret her absence. However, 
Miss McGee Baylor University College Medicine has kindly sent 
paper the subject. 


REFERENCE WORK 
Mary Virginia McGee 

Librarian, Baylor University College Medicine, Dallas, Texas 

“The great consulting room wise man,” said Dawson, 
library.” This particularly true regard medical libraries where 
the development living, growing science recorded means 
its literature. remains for the librarian keep this literature 
manner most convenient for the use the professional group her 
particular locality. addition having sufficient collection mate- 
rial form working library, have person capable 
gleaning from this material the information requested her clientele. 
Such place filled the reference librarian the larger libraries 
where complete staffs are required, and the librarian-in-chief the 
smaller libraries where the staff consists only one additional person. 
But regardless the size the staff, the work and the aids remain 
the same. The Quarterly Cumulative Index, the Index Medicus and the 
Index from the Surgeon General’s Office, simplify the work but they 
means take away all the complications. 

Varied indeed are the requests that come the reference librarian. 
They include definite subjects requiring exhaustive bibliographies, which 
incidentally exhaust the librarian also; indefinite subjects requiring great 
ingenuity the part the librarian manage adequately; requests for 
all the articles one particular person given subject; requests 
for single items usually easily found; requests, seldom given but joyfully 
received, which material asked for exact reference; requests 
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verify references; and that most frequent request which sounds something 
like this: read article can’t think the title right now) 
some man Philadelphia, think was, and written sometime within 
the last five years, There’s some information there want right away 
you can just find that Then the librarian, chameleon-like, 
changes into detective for lost references. The hunt with only 
the general subject matter for very slender clue. Frequently, adroit 
questioning, the librarian can draw from her would-be borrower some 
further information which overlooks giving; though quite often 
remains vague when first made his request. 


Reference work medical library becomes intriguing thing. 
Collecting bibliography given subject becomes more than just 
listing the obvious references, That necessarily the beginning, thereby 
giving working basis. The intrigue enters when, addition the 
obviously related references, attempt trace their hiding places 
the elusive ones which also have definite relationship our given sub- 
ject but which have escaped the usual classification because obscure 
title different terminology inconsistent classification. Reference 
work resolves itself into matter diligent searching. The librarian 
who undertakes reference work must necessarily have aptitude for 
these librarians have, doubtlessly, what Tennyson called “the gleam,” 
that the endless delving into dusty tomes never becomes boring. Each 
request signal take the scent hunting for the desired 
information, one sense reference work boon the librarian 
charge the small library where there assistant. offers escape 
from the monotonous routine tasks. another sense may become 
burden her since can often time consuming. 


economize time spent reference work one the prob- 
lems. There are numerous plans, The one offered use Baylor 
University College Medicine and has proved When there 
file that future requests the same subject can rapidly handled 
means the same list, with only the additional work done, that 
including the few later references that may have appeared. Preparing 
the bibliography for filing may appear too time consuming the moment 
but the long run saves countless hours searching. keeps access- 
ible for the ever busy librarian not only the easily found references 
that she does not have stop and look them for second time, but 
also serves record for those hide-away ones that have required 
hours find. matter how excellent memory librarian may have, 
not easy recall the once found hiding place every elusive 
item. gives pleasant glow satisfaction able supply quickly, 
the midst busy moment, desired reference, because time had 
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once been taken file away information regarding its at- 
tempt being made our library use this same scheme, modified 
form, for indexing current journals that borrowers will not handi- 
capped the slowness with which the index volumes arrive. too 
the experiment know whether will profitable for the 
libraries with small staff spend that much time the matter. 

the Bulletin for July, 1924, Christian Bay suggested that there 
might established exchange system for sources reference just 
the same way which have most excellent exchange service for 
Such plan has many possibilities but has also many rough 


DISCUSSION 

Miss Stern: wonder most librarians either prepare check 
extensive bibliographies when requested. 

Mrs. Hunt: have never had any requests this kind from our 
faculty students, understood, course, that are always glad 
show reader how prepare bibliography. But the aim al- 
ways help reader help himself, rather than the work for him. 
Likewise are glad assist checking Requests have 
been check only few references, extensive bibliography 
checked the work usually assigned secretary, assistant 
the department which the research progress. have had re- 
quests from outsiders asking prepare bibliographies. from the 
context the letter, conclude that only few references the sub- 
ject are wanted, comply with the request. If, however, complete 
bibliography wanted, explain the scope the work, and tell our 
correspondent that can come the library, shall glad 
show him how impossible for him come the 
library offer have the work done $1.00 $1.50 per hour de- 
pending the difficulty the assignment, and the training the per- 
son whom the work delegated. Requests this type are rare. 

Miss Wildes: person requesting literature given subject 
graduate your school and takes pains explain the fact, what 
you do? 

subject, so. However, complete bibliography desired, 
charge would made. 

Miss Stern: Northwestern University assist readers the 
preparation bibliographies, but not prepare complete bibliog- 
for our readers. matter fact, rarely have requests 
that type. 

Mrs. Nichols: When you see student who obviously working 
round about way, what you do? 
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Mrs. Hunt: just approach him and ask him may assis- 
tance, 

Miss Stern: Does any library have printed booklet how use 
the library which they distribute the students? 

Miss Daly: have been thinking preparing something that 
sort for our library. 

Mrs. Hunt: Next the program comes the subject 
May present Miss Florence McRae the Medical College Virginia, 
who will now read paper this 


GIFTS 
Florence McRae, Librarian 
Medical College Virginia, Richmond, Virginia 


Madam Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

When was asked write paper the acceptance and disposal 
gifts libraries, did not realize that there would few sources 
from which information could drawn, but after searching the indices 
and exhausting all available resources, have concluded that very little 
has been said the subject. own experience library less 
than twenty thousand volumes has perforce been limited, 
hoped, however, that may have helpful discussion this rather 
perplexing question, those wider experience. the Medical Col- 
lege Virginia, have until recently, been cramped from lack 
space, that was with difficulty managed care for books otherwise 
obtained, made special requests for gifts, but since moving 
into our new building, books, manuscripts, old instruments, etc., have 
been coming in, and the question about discussed has become one 
importance us. 

There are many angles considered, but first all, let take 
the sources gifts. Collecting most fascinating pastime with 
many, whether the objects collected stones, butterflies, plants, curios, 
pictures, books whatnot, The collectors books probably outnumber 
all others. The love collecting usually begins early youth, and, 
fortunately for the library and museum, often stays with the man through- 
out his life, Fortunately, because the individual not usually posi- 
tion house and care for large collection, and the library museum 
becomes the beneficiary. instance this came home last fall. 
Dr. Joseph Miller Thomas, West Virginia, graduate the Medical 
College Virginia, who has been collecting old medical books, instru- 
ments, portraits, silhouettes, prints, manuscripts, from his boyhood, 
presented his priceless collection the Richmond Academy Medicine 
with the proviso that housed fireproof building. The Medical 
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College Virginia was preparing erect library building and was 
decided the College and the Academy have their buildings put 
the same block and connected, that the two bodies might work 
together. Dr. Miller still his prime, and probably still collecting, 
but the time had come when could not find place his closets 
put his clothes, chair upon which sit without moving books. 

There are not many private medical libraries existence 
America formerly, because almost every community any size now 
has access some public medical library, the actual need the private 
library rarely exists, but the real collector will continue collect. 

When the doctor dies, his books are usually given some library 
which, for some reason has been interested, possibly patron, 
physician retiring from practice often presents his books and medical 
appliances the library his choice. 

Some rare medical books times come into the possession in- 
dividuals, and naturally they are turned over some library position 
make use has been said that the most valuable books 
libraries usually come gifts. 

There are many kinds gifts. may have them quality 
endowment nature, the gift the gab, the gift tongues, per- 
haps the more valuable gift referred Robert Burns when said: 

wad some the giftie gie 
see oursels ithers see 

Some gifts nature might value the workers library, 
doubtless the gift tongues, but the gift the gab might prove 
annoyance. 

But the gifts with which are particularly concerned are, specific- 
ally those libraries. think will all agree that when gifts come 
the form endowment they are the most acceptable, the 
money may used our discretion, provided there are strings at- 
tached. Many things are offered which may prove more bur- 
den than delight. must take into consideration our capacity for 
storing the articles offered, the cost cataloging, rebinding books, 
when necessary, before accept them; for sometimes gives less of- 
fense decline gift gracefully than accept it, and then give, 
throw away; for the day reckoning with the donor may come. 

Books are often given with the request that they allotted special 
niche section. This expensive, and, the case small libraries, 
often impossible, account lack space. 

accepting gifts have always had understood that gift plate 
would put each volume; the duplicates which are sent the 
attic listed later for the Exchange, well those cata- 
loged and placed the shelves. 
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When books are placed library memorial some one, and 
the library unable segregate them, memorial plate, provided 
the doner, might placed the wall door frame nearest the stack 
where most the collection has been placed. This practicable because 
collection usually contains more books one subject than others, 
all doctors specialize some 

Unless library sufficient size warrant special picture gal- 
lery, would well not accept all large pictures offered, but make 
careful selection those most appropriate for the space allotted 
them. Too many pictures the walls detract from the appearance 
room. the other hand, portraits the great masters science, hung 
conspicuous places, serve often inspiration the young student 
medical history. 

Mr. Charles Perry Fisher, Librarian the College Physicians 
Philadelphia, article which appeared the Bulletin the Medi- 
cal Library Association, 1924, 14, 17-18, advises every library ob- 
tain “portraits (photographs, engravings, any form available) 
the medical men connected with its institution, its town, city and 
the surrounding country.” said, “would mean the forming 
and preserving for reference vast collection historical data practi- 
cally unobtainable, and the greatest importance the Mr. 
Fisher mentioned the fact that advertising for portraits often met with 
poor success, but that photostat copies could frequently obtained and 
that the Library the College Physicians had, many instances, been 
called upon furnish material for photostats libraries institutions 
seeking pictures men who had been connected with their 
The experience Mr. Fisher would rather indicate that pictures must 
usually obtained, not gifts, but other ways. 

have room call Founder’s Room, where propose 
hang all the portraits obtainable, the founders the college, and 
this room there will also cases containing books and other articles 
used those men whom the college owes its origin and impetus. 
Now that have room for them propose try obtain portraits 
photographs all our former faculty. 

The Miller Library, already referred to, has 3,941 portraits and 
prints physicians and silhouettes. believe that Dr. Miller ac- 
quired most these purchase, but the Richmond Academy Medi- 
cine received them gift. 

When gift books received, the first step enter them 
gift card bearing the name and address the donor, the date received, 
etc. the face this card enter only the number volumes, 
odd numbers the back this card may entered 
any outstanding items, and when necessary, few num- 
bered cards may follow the main card, bearing the authors and titles 
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books, any description deemed necessary. The next step ac- 
knowledge the gift whatever form seems desirable. usually write 
letter, being the most personal way, but large libraries, receiving 
many gifts, find necessary use engraved printed cards letters, 
worded such way suit most 

Mr. Hall, assistant librarian the Virginia State Library, tells 
that they, long ago, were forced give recording gifts. The only 
record they have, believe, the name the donor following the acces- 
sion number the accession 

have not taken manuscripts gifts, the subject seems too 
broad made part this paper. And now, friends and fellow 
workers libraries, will give you opportunity discuss the ques- 
tion which have given merely outline. 


DISCUSSION 

Mrs. Hunt: Gifts present many problems. For instance there 
the donor who, before giving his library, insists that kept and 
maintained separate collection, the promise made the librarian 
obligates himself for the future, and matter what the subsequent in- 
convenience and cost, morally bound abide his agreement. 
Special collections within library cause much confusion. the library 
large and has several such collections, the efficiency the desk service 
greatly reduced. Say reader asks for three books all the same 
subject; one the general stacks and the other two special collec- 
tions. such arrangement will take least three times long 
make the delivery the waiting reader. Or, the reader sent 
two other reading rooms for material the same subject, justly 
annoyed, 

Mr. Robert: Columbia University refuse gifts the prospec- 
tive donor requests have them kept separately. 

Mrs. Washburn: What record you make gifts? 

Mr. Robert: have special book for gifts, and record all vol- 
umes when received, Entries are chronological order according 
the year when donation was made, 

Mrs. Nichols: Cornell University have special collection 
which was donated with stipulation for future maintenance, Books 
this collection are not subject the regular library rules. They not 
circulate, but must used the room. The collection duplicates much 
material that elsewhere our library, and are now wondering how 
are going maintain the 

Mrs. Washburn: When gift accepted are special book plates 
used giving the donor’s name? 

Mrs. Hunt: only few volumes are given regular University 
Chicago book plate Under the coat arms this book 
plate printed bold type the words, “Gift Of.” Underneath 
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printed line where the name the donor written ink, large 
collection given, source information printed the book plate di- 
rectly below the coat arms. There are variety forms from which 
the donor may choose, for example: 


GIFT 
JOHN SMITH, JR. 
Memory his Father 
JOHN SMITH 


* * 


THE 
JOHN SMITH CARPENTER 
MEMORIAL COLLECTION. 


* * * 


THE COLLECTION 
JOHN SMITH 
1873-1928 
Presented his Wife and Children 


* * 


fund given with which purchase books, book plates with 
the donor’s name printed below the seal are inserted all volumes pur- 
chased with the fund. 

Mrs. Washburn: difficult find donor books for library. 
Often the gift does not receive sufficient publicity. philanthropist 
who might readily give money for building bearing his name its 
facade would reluctant give fund for the purchase books. 
have often wondered some procedure could adopted which would 
give impetus and encouragement public spirited citizens give do- 
nations this type—donations books rather than donations bricks 
and mortar. 

Mrs. Hunt: Prompt and courteous acknowledgement all gifts, 
matter how small, and book plate giving the donor’s name are 


marks recognition which may pay dividends the gift 


appreciable “write up” should forwarded the local paper, and the 
librarian should send personal acknowledgement the benefactor. 
form card sent receipt very valuable donation would show lack 

there are other suggestions shall proceed with the program. 
Miss Frances Whitman the School Medicine and Public Health 
Harvard University has forwarded paper “Circulation and 
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CIRCULATION AND FINES 
Frances Whitman 
Harvard University, School Medicine and Public Health 

sorry cannot with you the meeting the Medical Li- 
brary Association June 20th, take part the round-table discussion 
the university libraries Circulation and Fines. 

would interesting and illuminating hear how librarians meet 
and solve the perplexing problems that arise daily the charging desk. 
From this distance, however, the best can do, will tell you about 
the methods use the Harvard Medical School Library. Afterward, 
perhaps, the librarians from other medical schools will give accounts 
different systems and stimulating discussion may carried on. 

Harvard have tried out simple form for keeping records 
circulation and fines, which far works well. Each book requires 
three cards, like the samples enclosing. The yellow card signed 
the borrower and filed under his name; the blue, filed author; 
and the white, the date when the book due. pink slip stamped 
with the date due placed each book given out the borrower. 
For members the faculty renewals are made automatically three times. 
Then requests for returns are sent, but fines For students, 
return notices are sent the day after the books are due and fines five 
cents day are charged. Occasionally, difficult collect fine and 
then personal note sent the delinquent, persuasion used other 
ways, such as, asking aid from the Dean, the fine very large, 

Our rules for the circulation books, periodicals and pamphlets are 
follows: 

New books shall not loaned during the first three months, 

except for over-night use. 

All other books and pamphlets, not more than three time, 
may taken out for period days. 

Periodicals, not more than three volumes time, may taken 
out for period days. 

Periodicals the current volume year may not taken from 
the library unless there duplicates, until 4:30 and then 
only for over-night. 

Members may renew their loans books, telephone other- 
wise, for the same periods, provided they not wanted other 
members. 

The above privileges taking books from the building shall 
not extend such books, periodicals, manuscripts, anatomical 
plates, special collections are exceptional value rarity. 

Exceptions are made frequently, for consider wise leni- 
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ent. All publications are for use and try every way make 
them available faculty and students alike. 

Such brief our Possibly have not made some points 
quite clear all. Perhaps, through the discussion, which follows, they 
may explained, not, shall glad answer questions letter. 


DISCUSSION 

Miss Stern: Northwestern books Reserve are for Reading 
Room use, but are loaned for overnight 9:00 and must re- 
turned 9:00 the next morning. Periodicals circulate for one 
day only. Books published within the last ten years, that from 1923 
date, circulate for two days; published before that date they circulate 
for one week. Books the field biography and medical history circu- 
late for two weeks. All books are subject renewal not requested 
other readers. 

not charge any fines for books that are If, how- 
ever, reader recurrently abuses his library privileges his added 
the “Black and will longer permitted withdraw 
books from the library, but may use the reading room facilities, the 
beginning the next term his name crossed off the “Black List,” and 
given another The inconvenience caused the cancella- 
tion the withdrawal privilege has taught the needed lesson. 
rarely that name added the “Black Somehow its existence 
seems well known among students, and has proved good 
deterrent. 

Miss McCrae: the Medical College Virginia not have 
any fines all. 

Miss Wildes: Yale University not have any fines either. 

Miss Bates: the University books and periodicals 
circulate undergraduate students for overnight use only. They may 
taken out 4:00 the afternoon, but must returned the 
following morning not later than 9:30. Faculty, Fellows, Assistants 
and Graduate students books and bound periodicals circulate for one 
week, Current periodicals are loaned for three day periods. Books 
biography and medical history circulate for two weeks. All books may 
renewed request not needed others, 

Faculty, Fellows, Assistants and Graduate students are not fined, but 
fine cents for the first hour and cents for each subsequent 
hour accrues all overdue books charged undergraduates. 

Mr. Robert: the College Physicians and Surgeons, Reserved 
books are charged students for overnight use. Periodicals are charged 
out for four days with the privilege renewal. Back volumes are often 
held for longer time. Unbound current journals are likewise charged 
for four days, except the last number, which overnight loan. How- 
ever, sixty special journals are routed eight departments upon receipt, 
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before they the current periodical room, This service highly 
appreciated and extremely useful the faculty, All books are subject 
renewal, and recall upon request, 

Fines reserve and overnight loans are cents after 10:00 M., 
and cents for each additional hour. The fine other loans five 
cents daily. Official members the hospital, the clinic the medical 
school are not fined. 

Mrs. Washburn: St. Louis University School Medicine 
keep certain Reserve books like Garrison’s History Medicine; loose- 
leaf sets, etc., open shelves the Reading-room. These volumes 
not circulate all, but are always available both day and evening. Text- 
books and other books which have been placed reserve 
correlary reading are issued for overnight use five 

Books issued students for home use have the DATE DUE written 
inside the Overdue notices are sent students promptly 
book great demand. Some leniency used with books seldom 
called for, and extension often allowed, 

Certain bound journals are not circulated all, but must con- 
sulted the library, for example: Chemical abstracts and the Berichte 
the Deutsche Chemische Gesellschaft. This ruling applies both 
faculty and students. Other periodicals are issued with time limit 
students; faculty indefinite loan, Current numbers journals 
are supposed returned the next day, least the day following. 

fine twenty-five cents per day overdue textbooks reserved 
books charged; other overdues fine one cent per day accrues. 
Faculty are not subject fines. 

Mrs. Hunt: getting late, but before the meeting adjourned 
wish, behalf all present, express our appreciation Miss Runge 
who planned our program, and those who kindly contributed papers 
for this meeting. also wish thank one and all for their participation 
the discussion, 


BEAUMONT CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION ST. LOUIS 


The St. Louis Medical Society celebrated the one hundreth anniver- 
sary the publication book, “Observations and Experi- 
ments the Gastric Juice and the Physiology Digestion.” The pro- 
was planned Dr. Robert Schlueter, and was arranged 
cover every detail the life and activities William Beaumont. 

Dr. Major Seelig gave very interesting paper the biographical 
facts; Dr. Robert Schlueter, himself, revitalized Beaumont St. 
Louisan; Dr. Joseph Erlanger told about Beaumont physiologist; and 
Louis Behrens gave illustrative talk the debt St. Louis 
Beaumont citizen and physician, 
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The members the Society and their friends derived great pleasure 
from this inspiring meeting and take the liberty quoting from one 
the essayists follows: 

“For us, commemoration this sort particularly and 
strikingly pleasing. Even though the chapter complete 
that can add little historic significance, ours the 
purely sentimental joy rummaging among our family relics, 
tenderly unfolding the old laces and slipping fresh sprig 
rosemary for remembrance the folds, reverently replace 
them until time repeat the ceremonial. more than 
pleasing that are privileged this. fitting that we, 
St. Louis, it; for Beaumont spent fair part his life 
participating actively the affairs this community.” 

exhibit Beaumont memorabilia was arranged for the occasion 
the librarian. This collection was greatly enhanced photostatic 
copies original material, which permanent display the Library 
the Washington University School Medicine Louis. 

Lily Hanvey 


NEWS NOTES FOR MEMBERS 
Dr. Louis Bishop, 121 East 60th St., Y., would like purchase 
complete file Heart Journal,” preferably bound. Any 
one having file for sale, please communicate direct with Dr. Bishop. 


Miss Mildred McMillan Jordan has been appointed Librarian 
the “A, Calhoun Medical Emory University, Georgia. 
Miss Jordan takes the place Miss Myrtle Tye. sure all 
extend hearty good wishes for success Miss Jordan, 


NOTICE ANNUAL MEETING 
has been definitely decided that the Annual Meeting will held 
Baltimore, Md., May 21-23, 1934. Program will appear the next 
number the Bulletin. 


small group medical librarians, with Dr. Ferdinand Springer 
guest, had dinner the Hotel Pennsylvania, New York City, Saturday, 
October 14th, when Springer returned from the meeting 
held Chicago, his way back 

Those present, besides Dr. Springer, were Dr. Archibald Malloch, 
Miss Janet Doe, Miss Sarah Wilson, Dr. Cohn, Miss Lillia 
Trask, Mr. Charles Frankenberger, Mr. Roger Howson, Mr. Alfred 
Robert and Miss Elizabeth Schramm. Dr. Springer was taken his 
The Bremen, Mr. Howson, Mr. Frankenberger and Mr. 
Robert. 
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Mrs. Julie Rummelhoff Tai, Librarian Peiping Union Medical 
College, Peiping, China, was furlough from April 1st November 
15th, 1933. During this time Mrs. Tai visited the medical libraries 
ten American cities from San Francisco New York, Subsequently she 
spent three months Norway and attended the Third Scandinavian 
Library meeting, held Oslo, August 24th 27th. The return trip 
China was made via Germany, Italy and the Suez. 


ST. LOUIS MEDICAL SOCIETY 
HODGEN MEMORIAL 


Under the auspices the St. Louis Medical Society and the Medical 
Fund Society the meeting January 16th, plaque the memory 
Dr. John Hodgen was unveiled his grandson, Dr. John Hodgen 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, who happens honorary member our 
Society. Here upon the walls our building imperishable bronze 
stands the record great man medicine. This plaque, well 
the memory his work and that other great men medicine our 
building, should ever symbol endeavor the young men who will 
carry after him. 


Members the Medical Library Association will regret 
know the death Dr. Leroy Crummer, Honorary President 
the Association. Dr, Crummer passed away his residence, 
140 South Orange Drive, Los Angeles, California, January 
1934, 

Below Biography Crummer which has been kind- 
written William Nance Anderson, D., who was asso- 
ciated with Dr. Crummer. 


Leroy Crummer, M.D., was born Elizabeth, Illinois, April 15, 
1872, and died Los Angeles, California, January 1934. attended 
grade school Warren, Illinois, and high school Omaha, Nebraska. 
received his Bachelor Science degree from the University Michi- 
gan 1893, graduated Medicine from Northwestern School Medi- 
cine 1896, and entered the practice Medicine Omaha, Nebraska, 
1897 association with his father, 


1898-9, had the good fortune accompany patient 
Vienna and follow the management the case von Noorden. 
this, and subsequent trips, seemed always have had the good for- 
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tune visit the clinics Vienna, Berlin, Paris, London and Edinburgh 
the time when some evolutionary work was being done, and the collab- 
orators were the zenith their reputations, Thus was laid founda- 
tion for his interest historical medicine. 

Upon his return began once restrict his practice Internal 
Medicine, and taught Physical Diagnosis the Creighton Medical Col- 
lege. 1919 became Professor Medicine the University 
Nebraska and was made Professor Emeritus 1925. served the 
Medical Corps during the World’s War the capacity Special In- 
spector from the Surgeon office. 

was while stationed Chattanooga, that found time browse 
old book stores. one occasion found Jackson’s 
Jamaica.” became greatly interested, and later prepared paper 
review the This gave him the first taste what later 
proved his hobby and his happiness. 

Because his contributions toward the history English Medicine, 
was made Fellow the Royal Society Medicine London. 

1922 married Myrtle Kelly, who being herself bibliophile, 
aided collecting and collating their library. 

addition many case reports and articles Medical Journals, he, 
1925, published Monograph “The Clinical Features Heart Dis- 
ease,” and 1929 “An Introduction the Study Physic,” (now for the 
first time published) William Heberden Prefatory es- 
say Leroy Crummer, M.D., with reprint “Heberden’s—Some Ac- 

Because failing health, moved California 1929, and was 
appointed Professor the History Medicine the University 
fornia, and later was elected the same position the University 
Southern California. Continued ill health made impossible for him 
complete his desire, but the end steadfastly maintained that the 
irregularities Modern Medicine could only solved return 
the Philosophy the Patriarchs Medicine. 

For three years was confined his room with disease the 
heart, during which time his books were his boon companions. 

was member Sigma Nu, the American Medical Associa- 
tion and its constituent was member the American 
Heart Association and one the associate editors the American Heart 
Journal and Honorary President the Medical Library Association. 
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